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by KyLA PIgonI 
staff writer
Based on the medical amnesty 
policy recently implemented at Ithaca 
College, students under the influence 
of drugs or alcohol who call public 
safety for help receive no guarantee 
they will not be referred for alcohol 
and drug violations. 
So far all nine of the students who 
have taken advantage of the program 
have been granted medical amnesty. 
The pilot program, which was put 
into action this semester after being 
drafted by several students in the col-
lege’s chapter of Students for Sensible 
Drug Policy, will be assessed at the 
end of this academic year. 
The group’s goal was to encour-
age students to reach out for help free 
from fear of judicial consequences.
At the college, students who call 
on behalf of themselves or a friend 
may or may not be granted medical 
amnesty depending on the judgment 
of Mike Leary, assistant director of 
judicial affairs. 
Leary said he checks if students 
have broken the conduct code in 
the past, their compliance with 
responding officers and whether 
or not they have been previously 
granted medical amnesty.
“If public safety shows up and the 
student is swearing or, say, throws 
a punch at them, then it would not 
be medical amnesty because there 
are other violations there,” he said. 
“However, if [public safety] shows up 
and the student is cooperative and 
asking for help, then that qualifies 
for medical amnesty.”
Leary said 22 students have 
been transported to Cayuga Medi-
cal Center for alcohol-related inci-
dents as of yesterday. Of these 22, 
six called and were granted medical 
amnesty. The other three who were 
granted amnesty were not taken to 
Cayuga Medical Center. 
According to the national SSDP 
website, about 91 colleges have some 
type of medical amnesty policy in 
place. While SSDP does not offer a 
standard picture of what a medical 
amnesty policy looks like, the major-
ity of affiliated schools require that 
students call campus security before 
they are eligible.  
Leary said having one person 
responsible for granting amnesty 
creates a more consistent system. 
Sophomore Mark Singer said 
he is skeptical about this aspect of 
the program because it does not 
guarantee that a student who calls 
will receive amnesty. 
“If I was really sick, I guess [call-
ing] wouldn’t really be up to me,” he 
said. “They need to have a program 
that does what it says it will do, which 
is guarantee that if you reach out for 
help, you will be granted amnesty.”
With these changes, Singer said 
he would be more inclined to use 
the program for himself or oth-
ers if there was ever a need. Until 
then, he said he would try to keep it 
See DownloaD page 4
College’s medical amnesty policy requires approval
by nIcoLe ogrysKo 
staff writer
After the U.S. government 
seized 82 Web addresses Nov. 
29, college students may find it 
increasingly difficult to access 
and download 






were seized by 
I m m i g r a t i o n 
and Customs 
Enforcement, a 
division of the 
Department of 
Homeland Security, for distributing 
and selling copyrighted works. 
The latest takedowns are a part 
of Operation In Our Sites, an ongo-
ing initiative by the Department of 
Homeland Security. 
According to the Pew Research 
Center’s Internet and American 
Project, college students use the 
Internet to download media more 
than any other age group, making 
them the most likely demographic 
to have used the targeted sites. Ac-
cording to the poll, 58 percent of 
18- to 22-year-olds download mu-
sic, compared to 46 percent of 33- 
to 44-year-old adults and 22 per-
cent of 46- to 64-year-olds. 
Pat Reilly, a spokesperson 
for ICE, said sites were seized to 
disrupt the commerce of counter-
feiters and educate the public about 
Internet criminal activity.   
“It hurts our economy, it costs 
us American jobs and it’s a threat 
to public health and safety,” Reilly 
said. “It also discourages the kind 
of ingenuity that college students 
appreciate by wanting to download 
this information or enjoy it. There 
will be less of it if the people who 
create these things cannot make a 
profit from it.”
The Motion Picture Association 
of America started to send letters to 
colleges and universities this week, 
encouraging them to restrict copy-
right infringement. The MPAA 
also said it will begin to notify col-
leges directly if it detects illegal file 
sharing of movies or TV shows on 
their campuses.
The Office of the President said 
the college had not been contacted 
by the MPAA as of yesterday. 
Ithaca College also once pros-
ecuted students for copyright 
infringement and had one of the 
most restrictive policies among 
schools served by Apogee, the col-
lege’s private Internet provider. In 
2007 and 2008, about 20 students 
received letters from the Recording 
Industry Association of America 
attorneys notifying them of copy-





the seizure should 
not be a surprise 
to students. 
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design by yu-chen (Jane) chen
Breaking down the medical amnesty policies at 
institutions comparable to ithaca College. 
See exception, page 4
by ALexAndrA evAns 
assistaNt News editor
When Freshman Shaquanna “Star” Thomas brought her 
baby with her when she returned to her dorm after Thanks-
giving, she knew the next few weeks would be difficult. 
At the end of the semester, she would be moving off 
campus, but until then she had to find a way to keep her in-
fant son, who had previously been staying with her mother 
in North Carolina, with her in campus housing.
But after three days of keeping her son, Darius, in her 
Terrace 4 room, she was told Friday he had to leave by the 
following Monday at 5 p.m.
“I was like, ‘I don’t know what to tell you,’” she said. “He’s 
here. It’s not like I can put him on a bus and say, ‘Darius, go 
home.’ Darius is 10 months old.”
If Darius was going, she had to go too. 
“I just went from being a normal college student to a 
homeless teen mother,” she said.
Thomas and Darius’ battle with Residential Life began 
in February when she sent an e-mail asking if the college 
provided family housing.
“I would like to bring my son with me and I was won-
dering if it could be possible for me to still live on campus?” 
she wrote. “If it isn’t possible could I be assisted in finding 
accommodations for us because I would really love to expe-
rience Ithaca, as it was the only college I applied to.”
Freshman shaquanna “star” thomas plays with her son, darius, tuesday after hearing she will be allowed to stay on campus until the end of the semester. 
Kelsey o’connor/the ithacan
Freshman allowed to move off campus
after struggle with Residential Life
Exceptionto the rule
 i ,  
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Watch Santa Claus 
arrive in Ithaca, 




Check out this week’s 
1-on-1 with sophomore 
Derek Brenon of the 
wrestling team.
Audio Slideshow
Experience a  
swimming and diving 
tournament through 
the eyes — and lens — 
of a swimmer.
Multimedia
Can’t get enough of 
our stories? There’s 
even more online. 
Check out our  
multimedia at  
theithacan.org.
Democrats protest new tax plan
 In a reversal, President Barack Obama is 
pressuring fellow Democrats to vote for a 
bill accepted by many Republicans — legis-
lation that would retain existing tax rates for 
the middle class and stretch the safety net 
for the jobless.
 House Democratic leaders say the tax pack-
age Obama negotiated with Republicans is 
tilted too much in favor of the wealthy. They’re 
putting Obama on the defensive as the deal 
picks up support among GOP lawmakers and 
business groups.
 Obama sent Vice President Joe Biden to 
Capitol Hill to lobby House Democrats yes-
terday. Biden met with Senate Democrats on 
Tuesday to rally support for the tax package.
 Some Democrats are unhappy that Obama 
agreed to extend expiring tax cuts not just for 
the middle class but also for higher earners and 
that he has agreed to impose a lower estate tax 
on wealthy heirs. Both provisions are seen by 
many Democrats as giveaways to the rich that 
will do little to help the economy.
WikiLeaks publishes new cables
 WikiLeaks  published a new set of cables 
yesterday, and in a defiant message posted on-
line, the secret-spilling website promised that 
the leaks would keep on flowing despite the ar-
rest and jailing of its founder on sex allegations.
 WikiLeaks is under pressure on many 
fronts: Its editor in chief, Julian Assange, is in 
prison fighting extradition to Sweden. Nearly 
simultaneous moves by credit card companies 
Visa and MasterCard to stop processing dona-
tions to the website have impaired its ability to 
raise money, and mysterious cyber attacks have 
periodically crippled its servers. 
Serbia to join Peace Prize boycott
 Serbia’s decision to boycott the Nobel 
Peace Prize ceremony honoring imprisoned 
Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo triggered criti-
cism yesterday from human rights activists 
and the European Union — which expressed 
shock that the candidate for EU entry would 
meet China’s demands.
 Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said 
Serbia “pays extreme attention to the violations 
of human rights,” but that its bilateral relations 
with China have priority.
 China has vilified the 54-year-old Liu, called 
the Nobel prize choice an effort by the West to 
contain its rise, dubbed his supporters “clowns” 
and is trying to persuade countries not to at-
tend Friday’s ceremony in Oslo.
 Eighteen countries, including Serbia, 
Russia and Pakistan, have turned down the 
Nobel committee’s invitation to send repre-
sentatives to the ceremony.
 Serbia  fears its attendance could anger 
China, which has supported Belgrade in op-
posing the 2008 independence declaration of 
its former province of Kosovo.
Haiti election results spur protest
 Furious supporters of an apparently 
eliminated candidate set fires and manned 
barricades in the streets of Haiti’s capital 
yesterday after officials announced that gov-
ernment protegé Jude Celestin and former 
first lady Mirlande Manigat would advance 
to a runoff in presidential elections.
 The results announced late Tuesday were 
immediately questioned at home and abroad, 
threatening further unrest for a country 
wracked by a cholera epidemic and still re-
covering from the Jan. 12 earthquake.
 Popular carnival singer Michel “Sweet 
Micky” Martelly trailed Celestin by about 
6,800 votes — less than 1 percent, according 
to the results released by Haiti’s Provisional 
Electoral Council.
Peace efforts freeze in Middle East
 From the start of his term, President 
Barack Obama was determined to defy the 
cynics and doubters and push for peace in 
the Middle East.
 But by Tuesday, the White House’s efforts 
to broker a deal in the decades-old dispute 
between Israelis and Palestinians had fal-
tered — demonstrating once again why it is 
one of the world’s most intractable conflicts.
 After months of grueling diplomacy, using 
a mixture of pressure and promises, the White 
House abandoned attempts to persuade Israel 
to slow West Bank settlement activity.
 The Palestinians demanded the freeze 
in exchange for engaging in talks that were 
supposed to lead to a Palestinian state living 
side-by-side in peace with Israel. That deal 
was hoped to lead to a broader Middle East 
peace accord. 
 Two American officials said the administra-
tion has concluded that the strategy of seeking 
a freeze wasn’t working, while insisting the ad-
ministration was not back at square one.
Interest in foreign languages rises
 A growing number of U.S. college stu-
dents are studying foreign languages, a trend 
propelled by greater interest in Arabic, a 
broader palette of languages being taught 
and more crowded language classes at com-
munity colleges, a new study finds.
 But despite the strong interest, experts 
warn that foreign language study on cam-
puses is in peril because of budget cuts and 
a dwindling number of graduate students 
who form the foundation of future college 
language faculties.
 
The latest figures from the Modern Language 
Association show enrollment in language 
courses grew 6.6 percent between 2006 and 
2009.
Women riot in Romania over cuts
 The Romanian government cut the paid ma-
ternity leave from two years to one yesterday, a 
move some women said would discourage them 
from having children.
 Hundreds of Romanian mothers in cities 
throughout Romania protested the govern-
ment’s plan to reduce the maternity leave 
and to reduce maternity benefits.
 Prime Minister Emil Boc said the move 
that will affect about 200,000 mothers who 
get maternity benefits, is part of an attempt 
for Romania to cut its spending.




Pope Benedict XVI waves to hundreds of people who packed the streets to see the inauguration 
of the Christmas season in Rome yesterday. The Pope visits the Spanish Steps neighborhood to 
pray before the statue of Mary for the Immaculate Conception of the Catholic Church every year.
PIeR Paolo CITo/aSSoCIaTed PReSS
corrections
It is The Ithacan’s policy to 
correct all errors of fact.  
Please contact Taylor Long
at 274-3207.
copy editors
Megan Blarr, Alexa d’Angelo, 
Janet Early, Jillian Kaplan, 
Meagan McGinnes, Mary Kate 
Murphy, Carly Sitzer, Carly Smith, 
Marissa Smith, Vicky Wolak. 
this week
thursday9 friday10 saturday11
Shabbat Services will begin at 
6 p.m. in Muller Chapel.
Shabbat Dinner will begin at 
7:15 p.m. in Terrace Dining Hall. 
Bomber Bash, a party for the 
end of classes with information 
about the search for a mascot, 
treats, raffles and performanc-
es,  will go from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
at IC Square in Campus Center.
Holiday Artists Market, a 
holiday-themed gift show 
featuring local artists, will go 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Women’s Community Building 
on Seneca Street.
SGA Cookie Decorating, a study 
break and cookie decorating 
party hosted by the class of 
2014 senators, will go from 7 to 
8 p.m. in Clark Lounge.
Study Snacks, an event where 
Campus Center dining services 
provides free snacks, will go 
from 9 p.m. to midnight.
13 monday
Study Snacks will go from 9 
p.m. to midnight.
tuesday14
Evensong, a Protestant Com-
munity workshop service, will 
begin at 9:30 p.m. in Muller 
Chapel.




Drop events for “This 
Week” in the marked box in 
The Ithacan office, or e-mail As-
sistant News Editor Alexandra 
Evans at aevans4@ithaca.edu 
by 5 p.m. Monday.
Catholic Mass will be held at
1 and 9 p.m. in Muller Chapel.
December Reception for Gradu-
ates will be held from 1 and 
2:30 p.m. in Emerson Suites. 
12 sunday
december 9-15, 2010
Got a news tip?
Contact News Editor
Aaron Edwards at  
aedward3@ithaca.edu 
or 274-3207.
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By kayla reopelle 
contributing Writer
	 About	 270	 students	 have	 ap-
plied	 to	 Ithaca	 College	 through	
















mid-February.	 The	 college’s	 target	
enrollment	for	the	class	of	2015	is	






	 The	 early	 decision	 program	




	 Last	 year,	 Maguire	 said	 he	





program	 has	 helped	 the	 college	
gauge	 the	 volume	 of	 applicants,	
especially	 coming	 after	 a	 year	 of	
over-enrollment.	He	said	early	de-
cision	 is	 one	 way	 the	 college	 can	
help	 stabilize	 its	 enrollment	 but	
won't	guarantee	complete	stability.
	 “What	 we	 saw	 was	 that	 num-
bers	 last	 year	 exceeded	 our	 most	





	 Cassandra	 Stolting,	 a	 high	
school	 student	 who	 applied	 early	




ed	 to	 go	 there	 and	 knew	 what	 I	
wanted	 to	do;	early	decision	was	
a	 good	 outlet	 for	 me	 to	 say	 yes,”	
Stolting	 said.	 “I’m	 thrilled	 to	 be	
going	to	Ithaca.”










program,	 which	 does	 not	 require	
students	to	enroll	upon	admittance	
to	a	college	or	university.
	 Gerard	 Turbide,	 director	 of	





He	 said	 admitted	 students	 have	
already	 been	 interacting	 online	
through	IC	Peers.
	 “We’re	headed	in	the	right	di-
rection,”	 he	 said.	 “This	 is	 a	 very	
enthusiastic	 group	 of	 students	
with	 a	 high	 level	 of	 interest	 in	
Ithaca	College.”
Early decision 
brings in 270 
applications
By christina dey 
StAFF Writer
For	 most	 students,	 handing	 in	
their	 last	 final	 in	 December	 marks	
the	 beginning	 of	 winter	 break	 and	
the	 anticipation	 of	 another	 semes-
ter,	but	to	several	hundred	students	
it	 signifies	 an	 end	 to	 their	 time	 at	
Ithaca	College.
Graduating	 students	 and	 their	
families	 and	 friends	 will	 have	 the	
chance	to	celebrate	their	achievement	
during	a	 reception	at	1	p.m.	Sunday	
in	 Emerson	 Suites.	 The	 reception	 is	
designed	 as	 a	 way	 for	 the	 college	 to	
acknowledge	 the	 students	 who	 are	
leaving	in	the	middle	of	the	year.
“This	is	a	way	for	us	to	at	least	have	
a	 celebration	 for	 them	 as	 they	 are	
leaving	 the	 campus,”	 Brian	 McAree,	
vice	 president	 of	 student	 affairs	 and	
campus	life,	said.





330	 students	 graduated	 in	 the	 fall	
2009	 semester,	 and	 in	 the	 fall	 2008	
semester,	 271	 students	 graduated,	
Kristyn	 Lingenfelter,	 assistant	 regis-
trar	for	student	services,	said.
McAree	 said	 students	 graduate	
mid-year	for	many	reasons.
“Some	 programs	 finish	 mid-year,	
like	the	four-and-a-half	year	program	









to	 transfer	 16	 Advanced	 Placement	
credits	from	high	school.
Mogil	 said	 he	 doesn’t	 have	 any	
immediate	 plans	 following	 the	 end	





four	 months,	 I’ll	 already	 be	 adjusted	
to	 the	 real	 world	 and	 [won’t]	 want	















Over	 the	 years,	 the	 event	 has	
evolved	from	being	simply	a	reception	
to	 including	 several	 speakers	 from	
across	the	campus.	
Danielle	Giserman,	senior	class	
president,	 will	 speak	 at	 the	 recep-
tion	on	behalf	of	the	class	of	2011.
Giserman	 said	 besides	 giving	
parting	words	to	the	students	who	
are	 leaving	 campus,	 she	 plans	 on	
stressing	 that	 they	 are	 welcome	





Tanya	 Saunders,	 dean	 of	 the	
Division	 of	 Interdisciplinary	 and	
International	 Studies,	 will	 deliver	
the	keynote	address.	Other	speak-
ers	 will	 include	 President	 Tom	
Rochon	 and	 Gretchen	 Van	 Valen,	
director	of	alumni	relations.
Saunders	 said	 she	 plans	 to	 ad-
dress	 the	 idea	 of	 life-long	 learning	
and	 the	 elements	 needed	 to	 live	 a	
meaningful	life	beyond	college.
Plance	 said	 ultimately	 he	 is	
proud	 to	 graduate	 early	 and	 is	




College to hold ceremony 
for December graduates
Graduates are all smiles after receiving medallions and diplomas at Ithaca 
College's 115th Commencement Ceremony in May at Butterfield Stadium.
FIle Photo/the IthaCan
By qina liu 
chieF copy editor
	 After	 graduating	 from	 Ithaca	 College,	 Kayla	






plying	 for	 four	 to	five	 jobs	a	week	but	didn’t	hear	
back	from	any	of	them.		







National	 Association	 of	 Colleges	 and	 Employers.	
The	 172	 companies	 across	 the	 United	 States	 that	
participated	 in	 NACE’s	 Job	 Outlook	 2011	 survey	
anticipate	 hiring	 13.5	 percent	 more	 new	 college	






	 Popular	 bachelor’s	 degrees	 that	 employers	
look	for	in	graduates	include	accounting,	finance,	
computer	 science,	 electrical	 engineering	 and	
business	administration	or	management.	
	 Mimi	 Collins,	 director	 of	 communications	 for	
the	NACE,	said	students	must	be	proactive	regard-
less	of	job	outlooks	in	reports	like	NACE’s.
	 “You	 can’t	 sit	 back	 and	 wait	 for	 somebody	 to	
come	to	you,”	 she	said.	 “The	other	 thing	 is,	you’re	
in	college	and	you	have	access	to	a	career	center	on	
your	campus.”	
	 John	 Fracchia,	 associate	 director	 of	 Career	
Services	at	the	college,	said	 last	year	around	this	
time,	Career	Services	had	789	job	and	internship	
postings	 available,	 but	 this	 year	 they	 have	 1,190	
postings.	 Fracchia	 also	 attributes	 the	 increase	 in	
entry-level	positions	to	the	improving	economy.	
	 “A	 year	 ago,	 there	 was	 a	 sort	 of	 big	 hesita-
tion,”	 he	 said.	 “Everybody	 said,	 ‘OK,	 we	 don’t	
know	what’s	going	to	happen.	There’s	been	this	
big	 stimulus.	 There’s	 been	 bailouts	 of	 certain	








the	 sciences	 and	 mathematics,	 so	 that	 would	 just	






therapy,	 physical	 therapy	 and	 speech	 pathology	
are	 still	 having	 an	 easier	 time	 finding	 jobs	 with	
or	 without	 master’s	 degrees,	 according	 to	 the	
NACE	survey.
	 Graduate	student	Stephanie	Farber,	an	occu-







	 Senior	 accounting	 major	 Amanda	 Yukelson	
















Job prospects improve for senior class 
From left, junior José Signanini, John Fracchia, associate director of Career Services, and senior elissa 
Snook review Snook's résumé nov. 28 in Career Services. the office offers other types of consulting.
kevIn CaMPBell/the IthaCan
MaGuire said 
the early decision 
option has been 
successful.
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right infringement and asking for 
$3,000 each in settlement fees. 
Since Apogee acts as a private 
Internet provider, Mike Leary, assis-
tant director of judicial affairs, said the 
college decided to stop monitoring 
file-sharing and illegal downloading 
on campus. 
“We decided that if the RIAA 
notifies Apogee, is it really our 
role to have to get this information 
from Apogee and present it to our 
students?” Leary said. 
Apogee continues to send 
copyright infringement notices to 
students, in accordance with the 
Digital Millennium Copyright Act. 
Ithaca College freshman Glen 
Graham used Limewire and bit 
torrent programs to download 35 
to 45 gigabytes of music and a few 
movies from file-sharing sites. 
Though he thinks artists should be 
paid for their work, Graham said he 
illegally downloads to save money.
“In all honesty, I was down-
loading things off Limewire 
because I realized that I was not the 
only one doing this on campus,” he 
said. “Everybody downloads music 
off of Limewire and uses some kind 
of file-sharing application to get their 
music. Sure, I can download off of 
iTunes, ... but I was just saving money.”
Sophomore Dylan Henderson said 
he downloads music for free from 
websites like RapidShare, MediaFire, 
and Megaupload. 
“I know musicians have to make a 
living somehow, but today it’s so easy 
to find it free,” Henderson said. “There 
comes a point where musicians have 
to realize that everything they do can 
be found for free on the Internet.”
The takedown notices come 
on the heels of a new bill circulat-
ing through Congress. If approved 
by President Barack Obama, the 
Combating Online Infringements 
and Counterfeits Act will give the 
Department of Justice the tools to 
crack down on sites that distribute 
counterfeit items regularly. 
Tracy Mitrano, director of 
Information Technology Policy and 
Law Programs at Cornell University, 
said it is not surprising that the jus-
tice department is cracking down on 
counterfeit Internet material based on 
their treatment of sites like Napster.
“The extremes dominate the 
debate,” Mitrano said. “[There are 
the] people who think just every-
thing could and should be free … and 
content owners, on the other extreme, 
who want to take every technological, 
legal market to control everything.”
Corynne McSherry, senior staff 
attorney at Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to protecting 
and promoting digital rights, said 
there are several risks with the 
new COICA bill.
“The people — the so-called 
dedicated ‘pirates’ — will have no 
problem avoiding this kind of en-
forcement,” McSherry said. “They 
will move to other domain names, 
they will use encryption, they will 
take advantage of any number of 
technological fixes. Our big con-
cern is that along the way, sites that 
actually are trying to help artists get 
paid could get swept up.”
An e-mail sent back from a staff member in the 
Office of Residential Life only read, “I am sorry, but 
our Residential program does not have a family 
housing option.”
Thomas said she knew the college’s policy was 
that all freshmen had to live on campus. Though 
she stated she had a son in her e-mails to Residen-
tial Life, she was never told she was exempt from 
that policy because she had a dependent child. 
Instead, she said she was told she could apply to 
live off campus and was directed to the Residential 
Life off-campus quiz and application form.
Bonnie Prunty, director of residential life and 
judicial affairs, could not immediately be reached 
about the college’s e-mail response to Thomas.
She filled out the quiz and form and received an 
e-mail response in May that said, “We have received 
your off campus application but we will not be able 
to honor your request to live off campus because 
you are a first-year student. You will need to select 
on campus housing in July. Please let me know if you 
have any questions.”
At that point, Thomas didn’t think she would be 
able to come to Ithaca.
 “I didn’t know then that as a mother I didn’t have 
to live on campus,” she said. “I was very upset they 
didn’t inform me of that.”
Despite the letdown, Thomas’ mother urged her 
to attend the college anyway while she took care 
of Darius in their North Carolina home. But when 
Thomas went home for Thanksgiving, she learned 
that her mother could no longer care for him, and 
she returned to campus after the break with her 
luggage and child in tow.
On Dec. 1, Thomas told Pat Walsh, her residence 
director, that Darius was in her dorm. A few days 
later, Walsh said housing Darius there was a viola-
tion of Residential Life’s guest policy, which does not 
allow guests for more than three nights. 
Walsh said he was unable to comment on the 
situation because sharing specific information 
about a student violates the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act, which protect the records 
and identities of students. 
Thomas stayed with Darius in her room for 
three nights before keeping Darius with friends as 
a “guest” in Rowland Hall, Terrace 7 and off campus.
Thomas has been able to take care of a baby and 
be a college student the last few weeks because of 
friends who watch Darius when Thomas is in class 
— what they refer to as being “on baby duty.”
Since she began moving around, friends have 
willingly assisted Thomas — from playing with the 
baby while Thomas does homework to letting her 
bathe Darius in their bathtubs.
Finding friends to watch Darius has hardly been 
a problem for Thomas. When it has, she said her 
professors have welcomed her son to class.
Freshman Gabrielle Grant, Thomas’ roommate, 
watches Darius at night while Thomas showers. 
“It’s hard raising a baby in and of itself, but hav-
ing to go to class and then having to come back 
and think about taking care of the baby while still 
having work to do, you need good friends who are 
willing to help you,” she said. 
Thomas’ mother has also been instrumental 
in helping her raise a child and pursue an educa-
tion. Her mother puts money on a debit card every 
month so Thomas doesn’t have to worry about pay-
ing for diapers, food and other necessities.
Brian McAree,* vice president of student affairs 
and campus life, said the college never told Thomas 
she was being kicked off campus.
“We understand if [Thomas] wants to live with 
her child — no question about it,” he said. “We are 
not evicting her. We’re saying if you want to be with 
your child and live someplace, it can’t be in our 
traditional residence hall housing.”
Prunty said Thomas’ attempt to comply with the 
guest policy by having Darius stay in different rooms 
every three days is still prohibited. 
“It’s a violation of the spirit of the policy,” she said. 
“People can’t have guests who move into a residence 
hall and stay an extended period of time. They’re not 
our student, and that’s who we provide housing for.”
Thomas disagrees with the interpretation of the 
policy because it does not directly state guests can’t 
stay in other rooms after the three-day period ends. 
On Monday, when Darius was supposed to leave 
campus, Star and two friends urged McAree to help. 
Eventually Thomas was told she and Darius could 
both stay on campus and move to Emerson Hall un-
til the end of the semester. 
McAree said flexibility was reasonable because 
there were only two weeks left in the semester. 
Thomas has an off-campus apartment for the spring. 
 “Trying to be sensitive to the situation she was 
in, I decided to make an exception to our policy for 
the next two weeks to allow her and her child to 
remain in the residence halls,” he said.
Though the past week’s uncertainty has been a 
trying time for Thomas, she said the battle allowed 
her to find more supportive friends. 
“This literally brought together a family,” she said. 
“My friend always says, ‘It takes a college to raise a 
baby; it takes a village to raise a baby.’ I love them. 
They’re my greatest support. I want them to know 
how much I appreciate them.”
*Thomas gave McAree permission to discuss 




Child finds family within dorm walls
exception 
from page 1
Freshman Shaquanna “Star” Thomas holds her son Darius on Tuesday in Terrace 7. Darius has been 
staying with Thomas in her dorm since she came back to the college after Thanksgiving break. 
KELSEY O’COnnOr/ThE iThaCan
Federal seizure limits 
unlawful downloads
Mike Leary, assistant director of judicial affairs, examines the college’s 
history of prosecuting students for illegal downloading Tuesday in his office.
GrahM hEBEL/ThE iThaCan
between himself and friends. 
Cornell University’s medical 
amnesty program was implement-
ed in September 2002 but with dif-
ferent requirements than the col-
lege. Rather than 
have one person 
grant amnesty, 
police grant the 
student amnes-




views the report 
for approval. 
“I can either 
revoke it or give 
a student amnesty if they weren’t 
[given it] originally,” Grant said. 
“I like the system that [the col-
lege] has. It’s set up much better 
than ours because in our system 
there can be a lot of miscommu-
nication. I wish we had thought 
about that.”
The college’s amnesty program 
also dictates that students can only 
receive amnesty once during their 
time at the college. At Cornell, there 
is no limit on the number of times 
an individual can receive amnesty.
Evan Nison, president of SSDP, 
was a part of the discussion as the 
college’s policy was being drafted. 
He said the school was concerned 
that the policy could be abused. 
“There were some concerns 
when we were drafting it that 
[the students] would know po-
lice were coming, and they would 
call and say that somebody needs 
medical assistance just to get 
out of punishment,” he said. “We 
needed a way to deal with that 
type of situation.” 
Sophomore Allison* said her 
friends feared being judicially 
referred after reaching out for 
help while drunk. After drinking, 
Allison said she felt sick and asked 
her friends to call for help. 
“I’m glad that there is a medi-
cal amnesty program,” she said. 
“Even my friends were mad that 
I had somebody call because they 
were afraid of getting in trouble.”
Nancy Reynolds, director of 
the Health Promotion Center, 
said students participate in an 
alcohol abuse prevention pro-
gram after receiving amnesty. The 
program requires students to at-
tend one of two meetings before 
being released without a record 
of misconduct.
“It puts them in a confidential 
and nonjudgmental environment 
where they can talk in private about 
any problems they’ve been having,” 
Reynolds said.
Reynolds said she never pushes 
students to change their ways, and 
that decision is up to them. 
Reynolds said she is confi-
dent the numbers will increase as 
students become more aware of 
the program and considers the 
policy a success so far. 
Nison said he thinks students 
will begin to embrace the policy. 
“People will be more trusting 
of the system as time passes,” he 
said. “For nine students to use 
this policy after only a semester, I 
would call it extremely effective.”




NISON said the 
college thought 
students might 
abuse the policy. 
amnesty 
from page 1
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Kids at heart
From left, freshmen Alyssa Rodriguez and Sam Berry experience a blast from the past as they 
color with children’s crayons Tuesday in Clark Lounge at the De-Stress Holiday Fest. The event, 
sponsored by the IC International Club, featured activities for students to relax before finals.
zAC BLITz/THe ITHACAn
by gerald doherty 
Staff Writer
Ithaca College’s Information Technology 
Services is laying the groundwork for a planned 
switch from Blackboard, the college’s current 
courseware learning system, 
to Sakai, a competing system, 
because of an expected cost 
increase and complaints 
about Blackboard’s level of 
customer service.
Michael Taves, execu-
tive director of ITS, said 
ITS recommended the col-
lege discontinue its use of 
the Blackboard system and 
move toward using Sakai 
after looking at a wide range 
of learning management systems, including 
Moodle and Desire2Learn.
“As we examined all the alternatives, Sakai 
seemed to us probably — one can never be sure 
— the best long-term investment,” Taves said. 
“We have the opportunity to contribute to its 
development in terms of features in the future.”
Last year, Blackboard announced its current 
version, Blackboard 9, would be revamped in 
January 2013. Many of the features faculty had 
been accustomed to — such as a cross-listing 
feature that allows a professor to list multiple 
sections of a course — would be dropped. Keep-
ing Blackboard through 2013 would have cost 
2.5 times what the college currently pays.
Ed Fuller, associate vice president of ITS, 
said some of the vendors ITS has negotiated 
with consider budget private and did not dis-
close actual budget figures but said the college 
will pay less than $50,000 annually with Sakai, 
compared to a six-figure price with Blackboard.
To provide context for the move, ITS hosted 
a series of sessions this week and last, listing its 
reasons for switching and giving a brief over-
view of the new Sakai learning system.
ITS began to look for alternatives to Black-
board and worked with Faculty Council to 
settle on a learning system in March. The 
council moved to support replacing Blackboard 
in October.
During the spring semester, Sakai will un-
dergo installation and branding by the college. 
A pilot version will be available for instruc-
tors to use by the summer. By Fall 2011, Sakai 
will be available to students as an alternative 
to Blackboard. ITS’s goal is to have all student 
and faculty users in Sakai by September 2012.
Taves said the main difference between 
Blackboard and Sakai is that Sakai uses open 
source code, which allows users to improve on 
design and make it a more flexible system. 
Sakai’s features include a program that helps 
faculty with citations, RSS feeds from sources 
like The New York Times and embedded con-
tent such as video, blogs and other social media.
Taves said Sakai’s features make it a stand-
out choice. But since Sakai does not promise the 
level of technical support Blackboard offers, he 
said ITS will work with an unnamed vendor to 
provide support for Sakai.
Ron Trunzo, associate director of 
Residential Life and the Office of Judicial 
Affairs, said he attended Thursday's presen-
tation to learn more about how the switch 
would relate to the resident assistant train-
ing currently hosted on Blackboard.
“I am optimistic about the flexibility that it 
appears Sakai offers,” Trunzo said. “It looks a 
little bit more user-friendly.”
Sophomore Corinne Swanson said the 
switch would be a welcome change.
“Last year, one of my history professors re-
fused to use Blackboard,” Swanson said. “He was 
protesting it because he said it was too expen-
sive and that the money the school was using for 
it could be used to improve education — that 
there were so many cheaper sites.”
Taves said he hopes the move to Sakai will 
provide order to the college’s use of learning 
management systems.
“I hope it enables us to maintain a much 
more stable environment, frankly, with fewer 
and less disruptive migrations from version to 
version,” he said.
ITS to drop Blackboard service
FUller said 
Sakai will cost the 
college less in the 
long run.
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by elma gonzalez 
staff writer
After a semester focused primar-
ily on the promotion of school spirit, 
SGA hosted three outreach events last 
week to hear student feedback and 
gear up for next semester. 
SGA invited students to spend a 
“Night Out” at tc lounge on Monday 
to meet SGA representatives and 
voice concerns. About 50 students 
attended the event. In partnership 
with Dining Services, SGA offered 
free food samples, gave away T-shirts 
and raffled prizes. On Dec. 1 and last 
Thursday, SGA senators held anoth-
er event to get student feedback at IC 
Square during the lunch hour. 
Senior Christie O'Shea, senator 
for the School of Health Sciences 
and Human Performance, said the 
main goal of these events was to in-
form students about what SGA does 
and improve the level of communi-
cation they have with the students.
“I saw three people come up 
to someone over here and say, ‘I 
didn’t know you were a senator,’” 
she said. “We think the main pur-
pose is to let students know that 
we want to hear what they have to 
say, but a lot of it ends up being 
letting students know that we have 
a student government.”
Every year, SGA holds outreach 
events to take students’ opinions 
and requests. Julia Dunn, vice 
president of communications, said 
SGA keeps track of these demands 
and checks off the ones that have 
been addressed. 
At this year’s events, SGA gave 
away chocolate treats and condoms 
at each table. Dunn said the con-
doms were placed to advertise SGA’s 
new initiative for next semester, “Ask 
Alice,” which is a website launched 
by Columbia University in which 
students can ask experts about top-
ics relating to health.  
“It’s not just sexual health, it’s men-
tal health too,” Dunn said. “So we are 
going to be launching a campaign to 
promote this website.”
Most of the concerns SGA heard 
through the outreach events dealt 
with either Internet, food or parking, 
Dunn said. The complaints revolved 
around offering longer hours at dining 
halls and adding more parking spaces.
The most mentioned complaints 
related to Internet were about 
HomerConnect and Apogee, Dunn 
said. Many students said they do not 
get Internet access in their dorms or 
wireless is too slow. 
“We are having people from those 
areas — the Office of the Registrar and 
Information Technology — come to 
our meetings to talk to us about that, 
so we’re better equipped with answers 
for students who raise those ques-
tions,” SGA President Kevin Fish said.
Sophomore David Bourne said 
though he originally attended the 
outreach for the food samples, the 
event allowed him to meet his SGA 
representative and realize the impor-
tance of SGA’s role on campus. 
“It would be a good idea for stu-
dents to be more aware of [SGA],” he 
said. “That’s what it’s there for  — for 
us to influence the school.” 
Among SGA’s top priorities this 
semester was to promote school 
spirit through the “Gold Rush” cam-
paign, which advertised support at 
athletic events. It grew from a small 
idea, and later became a huge cam-
paign with T-shirts being sold at the 
bookstore and a group being formed 
on Facebook with more than 180 
members, Dunn said. 
Fish said another important ini-
tiative SGA pursued this semester 
was the “Good Neighbor” campaign 
that encourages students to be posi-
tive facets of the local community.
“South Hill Civic Association 
members brought up concerns 
with the amount of students trav-
eling from Ithaca College down to 
the Commons and disturbing the 
residents along the way,” he said. 
“So that initiative is something 
important that we worked on.” 
One of SGA’s biggest accomplish-
ments was providing students with 
safe transportation to the Cortaca 
football game for the first time in 
SGA history, Dunn said. 
“That was one of our really huge 
projects that was just run very well,” 
she said. “We had many people 
involved in it, and there we were 
again supporting school spirit and 
safely transporting students to and 
from the game.”
Dunn said SGA has been work-
ing on a shuttle proposal that would 
offer transportation from the Circle 
Apartments to campus. SGA is 
planning to present the proposal to 
the administration next semester. 
“We have been infamously 
working on [it] forever,” she said. “It 
is a very huge proposal; it is a huge 
undertaking, so understandably it 
has taken us a long time.”
Fish said next semester SGA will 
also try to collaborate more with 
the Cornell Student Assembly to 
strengthen ties between the college 
and Cornell University and encourage 
future projects between the schools.
O’Shea said she hopes the orga-
nization will continue reaching out 
to students through future events 
and programs.
“A really big thing is just letting 
students know that if they want to 
see something happen on campus, 
we are here to help them,” she said.
For more information on SGA 
events for the rest of the semester, 
visit www.ithaca.edu/sga.
SGA closes semester 
with campus outreach
From left, freshman Sara McComish writes suggestions as freshman Student Government Association assistant 
Robert Hohn and senior Ruthanne Goff, vice president of business and finance, host a table Dec 1. in IC Square.
pARkeR CHen/tHe ItHACAn
8  The Ithacan  Thursday, December 9, 2010
Thursday, December 9, 2010 News The Ithacan  9
College & City





SUMMARY: Caller reported a one-car 
MVA. Fluids were leaking from the 
vehicle, the area was cleaned and 




SUMMARY: Caller reported an 
unknown person damaged a vehicle. 
Investigation pending. Patrol Officer 
Mark Denicola.
MAKING GRAFFITI
LOCATION: Upper Water Tower
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person 
wrote on the upper water tower. 




SUMMARY: Caller reported a person 
made a suspicious statement. 





SUMMARY: Two people were judicially 
referred for drug policy violation. 
Master Patrol Officer Jeffrey Austin.
MEDICAL ASSIST
LOCATION: Friends Hall
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person 
having a seizure. The person was 
transported to CMC by ambulance. 




SUMMARY: Caller reported a 
person wrote on a window. Officer 
determined this was reported before. 
Graffiti was unfounded. Patrol Officer 
Chris Teribury.
CCV/FIRE SAFETY RELATED OFFENSES
LOCATION: Lyon Hall
SUMMARY: Caller reported items 
hanging from fire sprinkler. Two people 
were judicially referred for tampering 
with fire safety equipment. Fire 
Protection Specialist Enoch Perkins.
UNLAWFUL POSS. OF MARIJUANA
LOCATION: East Tower
SUMMARY: A caller reported finding 
marijuana paraphernalia. Investigation 
pending. Patrol Officer Chris Teribury.
DISORDERLY CONDUCT
LOCATION: Grant Egbert Boulevard
SUMMARY: Officer reported two people 
were fighting. Officer issued one person 
an appearance ticket for the Town of 
Ithaca Court for disorderly conduct, and 
this person was also judicially referred. 




SUMMARY: Fire alarm was accidentally 
activated by food being cooked. The 
system was reset. Security Officer 
Jeremiah McMurray.
LARCENY
LOCATION: Park Center for Business
SUMMARY: Caller reported an 
unknown person stole a cell phone. 
Incident occurred around 3:50 





SUMMARY: Officer reported a person 
damaged a vehicle. The person was 
unknown. The owner of the vehicle 
indicated the damage was not 
criminal in nature. Criminal mischief 




LOCATION: Ceracche Athletic Center
SUMMARY: Caller reported finding 
an amplifier. Item was turned over to 
Public Safety. Unknown owner. 
For the complete saFety log, 
go to www.theithacan.org/news 
KEy
CMC – Cayuga Medical Center
CCV – College Code Violation
DWI – Driving while intoxicated
IFD – Ithaca Fire Department
IPD – Ithaca Police Department
MVA – Motor vehicle accident
RA – Resident assistant
SASP – Student Auxiliary Safety Patrol
V&T – Vehicle and Transportation
series of fires break out in 
dumpsters by lower quads
 The ithaca fire department is 
investigating a series of fires that 
broke out near the lower quads 
yesterday, Thomas deis of the 
ithaca fire department said.
 deis said the first fire took place 
yesterday afternoon, and the other 
two broke out last night. The fires 
took place in dumpsters outside 
clark Hall, and though the first 
two did no damage, the third melt-
ed the lid of the dumpster. deis 
said an investigation is ongoing, 
and the those responsible for the 
fires are still unknown.
Body identified by police 
as cornell University grad
 emergency crews found the 
body of cornell University graduate 
tine rubow, 40, 
in taughannock 
falls state Park 
on dec. 2, accord-
ing to a statement 
from cornell.
 rubow’s body 
was discovered at 
the bridge near 
taughannock falls 
Park. Park police officials have ruled 
the death a suicide.
 A cornell University statement 
said plans for memorial activities 
will be made in consultation with 
rubow’s family.
officials agree not to drill 
on tompkins county land
 members of the tompkins county 
legislature are in agreement that they 
do not want to allow county-owned 
land to be leased for gas drilling using 
the method of hydraulic fracturing.
 According to officials, some rea-
sons to ban drilling include potential 
adverse impacts on communities and 
the environment, fragmentation of 
forest land, added stress on wildlife 
and a high impact on rural areas.
 The resolution has been analyzed 
by several committees and is now set 
to return to the full legislature and be 
approved dec. 21.
Biology seminar speaker 
to talk about microbiology
 The biology department is hold-
ing a seminar today at 4 p.m. in 
the center for natural sciences in 
room 112 called 





 The seminar 
is part of a search 
for two professors, 
a microbiologist 
and an animal developmental biolo-
gist, who are introducing their own 
topics in different areas of biology. 
 The biology department offers a 
seminar series every semester that is 
open to the entire community. The 
seminars represent a broad range of 
topics in biology.
local film festival honored 
with sustainability award
 ithaca college’s finger lakes 
environmental film festival and 
cinemapolis were recognized with 
a 2010 “sign of sustainability” 
from sustainable tompkins on 
dec. 5, which is awarded annually 
to individuals and organizations 
whose efforts have advanced com-
munity in a sustainable way. 
 fleff and cinemapolis were 
recognized because they hosted the 
world premiere of “living down-
stream” by canadian filmmaker 
chanda chevanne, which is based 
on the book of the same name by 
ecologist and scholar in residence 
sandra steingraber. chevannes’s 
film documents her battle with 
cancer and her public fight to bring 
attention to the human rights issue 
of cancer prevention. 
 The finger lakes film festival in 
2011 will be held at ithaca college 
and cinemapolis between April 11 
and 17.
Big balloon shows public 
Nano car’s low emissions 
 cornell University will be install-
ing a three-story, vinyl balloon at 
the sculpture court at the Herbert 
f. Johnson museum of Art from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  today. The balloon is 
being installed for cornell’s upcom-
ing exhibit, “Unpacking the nano,” 
which will depict how little carbon 
dioxide a tata motors nano car 
emits annually.
 The balloon will measure 24.5 
feet in diameter and will hold 
7,736 cubic feet of air, which is the 
equivalent of a year’s worth of nano 
emissions. The museum’s sculpture 
court is about 25,000 cubic feet of 
space — or the equivalent of the an-
nual emission from a large truck.
 The entire “Unpacking the 
nano” exhibit will open Jan. 15.
Big city job opportunities 
available at winter fairs
 in January, career and internship 
connections is having its annual se-
ries of job and internship fairs. 
 The fairs are an opportunity for 
students pursuing jobs in new York 
city, boston, Washington, d.c., los 
Angeles and chicago.
 more than 249 companies will 
be in attendance at the cic fair, 
though most companies attend just 
one fair. some of the companies in-
clude foX news channel, the new 
england Aquarium, time inc. and 
simon and schuster.
 Though the application deadline 
for pre-scheduled interviews has 
passed, students can still have the 
opportunity to meet with employers 
during the morning fair and possibly 
schedule an interview the same day.
 for more information about 
fairs, visit www.ithaca.edu/sacl/ca-
reers/events1/networknights.
personal trainers sought 
for upcoming semester
 The fitness center is currently 
accepting applications for personal 
trainers for the spring semester.
 Applications can be found at 
the front desk of the fitness center 
or online. students can also stop 
by the personal training office for 
more information . The deadline for 
applications is by 4 p.m tomorrow.
 trainers who apply for the job 
are not required to be certified, 
but it is expected that they have a 
strong background in exercise and 
the anatomy of the human body.
library privileges to double 
throughout winter holidays
 The tompkins county library 
will double borrowing limits on 
books, cds, dvds and audio books 
between dec. 18 and dec. 22., and 
no items will be scheduled for re-
turn between christmas and new 
Year’s day.
 The library will be closed for 
cleaning and maintenance between 
dec. 23 and dec. 27 and will also be 
closed between dec. 30 and Jan. 3. 
drop boxes for returns will remain 
open for the holidays.
Its to offer free training 
for computer programs
 the information technology 
services technology learning 
center in friends 101 will con-
tinue to educate students and 
faculty about different computer 
programs throughout december. 
excel, Photoshop, blackboard, 
Acrobat, filemaker and Web 
Profile manager are included in 
the computer training. 
 free registration is available 
online, and sessions will continue 
throughout december.
 for more information, visit 
www.ithaca.edu/its/workshops.
residence halls to close 
Dec. 18 for winter break
 All on-campus housing, except 
terrace 3, the circle Apartments 
and the Garden Apartments will 
be closed for winter break at noon 
dec. 18 and will not be open again 
until 9 a.m. Jan. 22.
 residents will not be able to enter 
a closed residence hall for any other 
reason. students needing early ar-
rivals must receive written approval 
from the office of residential life.
 students who want to remain 
on campus during the break will 
need to find a resident of the open 
halls to host them.
rUBoW
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AccommodAting
StudentS 
As the large sophomore class becomes 
upperclassmen, Ithaca College needs  
to better plan housing for students
The question last year was where would 
the largest freshman class in college history be 
housed. And now, as that class prepares to be-
come upperclassmen next year, the question once 
again is where will they all be housed. 
Plans are now being pushed back for the ex-
pansion of the Circle Apartments because of the 
presence of wetlands. Instead of being completed by 
August 2011, the apartments are now scheduled for 
Summer 2012. The number of new occupancies has 
also been cut in half. 
If more apartments are not added to the campus, 
a number of juniors and seniors may opt to stay in 
the dorms — creating the potential for temporary 
housing for incoming students. The college may also 
lose money on room and board costs as more students 
decide to live off campus. For local landlords, this will 
be good to hear. 
In the future, the college needs to do better plan-
ning for housing. The college should have known 
about the presence of wetlands before scheduling its 
plans. While the college does always find places on 
campus to accommodate students, the rooms are 
often not ideal and take away from the experience 
of living on a residential campus. Last year, more 
than 600 students lived in “extended occupancy” for 
the first semester, and the college built Terrace 13, 
a modular building to house freshmen that cost the 
college $3.1 million. The college needs to expand 
housing options so there is no temporary housing 
and the students in Terrace 13 have rooms when the 
lease for the building is up.
For upperclassmen, living in a double or single 
dorm room is not ideal. As students become older, 
they want to live in apartments that will allow them 
to mature and transition into adulthood. With such a 
large sophomore class this year, the college should have 
better planned future accommodations.
online Switch  
ITS changes to a new learning system 
that will save the college money 
In a move that will save Ithaca College money 
and answer complaints, Information Technology 
Services is switching from Blackboard to a new 
courseware learning system — Sakai. 
Blackboard, which has never been very popu-
lar among faculty and students, costs the college 
a six-figure price annually. Sakai will cost the 
college less than $50,000 a year. The college will 
be saving money that it can use in other areas.  
Sakai will include RSS feeds from sources like 
The New York Times and embedded content that 
includes videos, blogs and social media. As more 
faculty use social media and technology in the 
classroom, Sakai will be another tool for them to 
use. Sakai is a way to incorporate current events 
and other opinions into a course. If used correctly 
and effectively, Sakai could be a valuable tool to use 
in teaching and learning. 
As the pilot program for Sakai goes into use Fall 
2011, ITS should monitor it closely and gather feed-
back from students and faculty before it officially 
launches the program in September 2012. If there 
are any complaints from users, ITS should find a way 
to fix the issue. In the past, students and faculty have 
complained that Blackboard has been down when 
they needed to use the system. ITS must find ways to 
make sure the system is consistent. 
As the college looks toward the future with IC20/20, 




How are you 
handling 





will get rid of 
tHe stress except 




watch more Snap 
Judgments at 
theithacan.org.
“i take it day by 
day, and i try to 
not stress out be-
cause i know tHat 
everytHing will 





“i like to make to 
do lists and tHen 
cHeck tHem off 
as  i go along. it 
Helps me see wHat 
i’ve done and 






“i’m not going to 
study too mucH. 
i’m just going to 
trust tHat i know 
wHat i’m doing. 





“[i’m] doing a lot of 
work and taking 
a lot of breaks —
maybe going out 
witH my friends.” 




Now you can be heard in print or on the Web.
write a letter to the editor at 
ithacan@ithaca.edu or leave a 
comment on commentaries and 
editorials at theithacan.org.
letters must be 250 words or less, e-mailed or 
dropped off by 5 p.m. monday in park 269
All opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of The Ithacan. To write a guest commentary, contact Opinion Editor Jacqueline Palochko at 274-3208.
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Guest commentAry
Almost a decade ago, Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL) introduced a bill that would grant undocu-
mented youths a pathway to legalization. The Devel-
opment, Relief and Education 
for Alien Minors Act, also 
known as the DREAM Act, 
would require undocumented 
youths to maintain good 
moral character and either 
serve in the military or attend 
college in order to qualify for 
permanent residence. Since 
2001, this legislation has 
been introduced in Congress 
several times and has sadly 
failed to become a law. This 
week, the DREAM Act will hopefully have another 
shot during the lame-duck session. 
A vote is expected for the DREAM Act in both 
the House of Representatives and in the Senate this 
week. Even though the DREAM Act has previously 
received bipartisan support, this time around a 
lot of Republican senators have refused to sup-
port it. Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) was a sponsor of 
the DREAM Act in 2003, 2005 and 2007 but now 
refuses to have a conversation with undocumented 
youths about the legislation. Others, like Sen. Paul 
Kirk from Illinois, refuse to look into the act before 
strengthening security at the border. What is their 
next excuse? Blocking everything until the Bush-era 
tax cuts are dealt with? If they are ready to say no to 
the DREAM Act, then they should have a plan for 
the thousands of immigrant youths who graduate 
from high school every year not knowing what to do 
and with the undocumented college graduates who 
cannot legally work in their studied fields. 
It is dangerous and irresponsible for such 
political leaders to ignore the advantages of our 
collective future because of restrictive thinking. The 
Congressional Budget Office recently released a 
series of economic estimates which shows that the 
DREAM Act would strengthen the U.S. economy. 
According to CBO, “enacting the bill would reduce 
deficits by about $1.4 billion over the 2011-2020 
period.” Another study by the UCLA North Ameri-
can Integration and Development Center, estimates 
that the total earnings from the beneficiaries of the 
DREAM Act would be anything between $1.4 tril-
lion and $3.6 trillion. It is obvious that the DREAM 
Act is an investment in the future of the U.S.
Efforts to pass the DREAM Act are not new but 
have intensified in the past months with civil dis-
obedience demonstrations, marches, hunger strikes, 
massive callings and mock-graduations. The most 
impressive thing about these actions is they are being 
organized and led by undocumented youths. Undoc-
umented youths have come out from the shadows 
and have courageously led a national campaign 
where they put themselves at the risk of deportation. 
They chant “undocumented and unafraid,” and they 
continue to fight for their dreams and the dreams of 
the 2.1 million youths who live in uncertainty. 
This week there is hope that politicians will 
remember the stories of talented and bright youth 
who want to contribute to this country. There is 
hope that this country will embrace and welcome a 
new generation of American leadership.    
JessicA perez is a sophomore studying government 
and psychology at Cornell University. E-mail her at 
jgp76@cornell.edu. 
Act would give education to undocumented youths
Guest commentAry
Miguel Campos and Eduardo Rodriguez hold signs at Fresno State University in Fresno, Calif., where 
students and faculty gathered to discuss getting the DREAM Act passed by Congress on Friday. 
GARy KAzAnjiAn/ASSoCiAtED PRESS
JessicA perez
The Gaza War, also known as Operation Cast Lead, was a three-week armed 
conflict that took place in the 
Gaza Strip during the winter of 
2008-09. According to an Am-
nesty International report, “On 
Dec. 27, 2008, without warning, 
Israeli forces began a devastat-
ing bombing campaign on the 
Gaza Strip condemned Operation 
‘Cast Lead.’ Its stated aim was 
to end rocket attacks into Israel 
by armed groups affiliated with 
Hamas and other Palestinian 
factions.” The report also further 
states that “some 1,400 Palestin-
ians had been killed and large 
areas of Gaza had been razed to 
the ground.” During the time of 
Operation Cast Lead, the Israeli 
government placed a ban on for-
eign media because they were 
afraid for their safety. With the 
bombing and fighting, journalists 
would have been killed or injured 
during the operation. 
Operation Cast Lead is only one 
example of a story that was pushed 
under the rug in Western televi-
sion networks. Journalists around 
the world are unique witnesses to 
atrocities, triumphs and contro-
versy. Especially in areas of conflict, 
like Gaza, journalists have the op-
portunity to relay crucial messages 
about war, death and destruction 
to the general public. But often 
these stories do not reach the ears 
of American consumers. Three 
other students and I have been 
studying about the events in Gaza 
and relations between Palestin-
ians and Israelis. In our findings, 
which we presented to the campus 
community on Monday, we have 
discovered certain discrepancies in 
mainstream media on its coverage. 
There are many sides to a story, and 
oftentimes some remain unnoticed. 
Our event on Monday, “Unveiling 
the War in Gaza,” was put together 
not with a political or religious 
agenda but merely a commentary by 
students on present day media using 
Operation Cast Lead as an example. 
In our work, we have in-
terviewed several journalists, 
including Sheera Frenkel, a jour-
nalist for the London Times who 
is fluent in Hebrew and Arabic. 
She and her colleague broke the 
original white phosphorous story 
to the London Times in 2008. She 
followed the conflict from day 
one, doing whatever it took to get 
the facts, including sneaking into 
Gaza through Egypt to see the 
devastation first hand. She was 
awarded the Young Journalist of 
the Year title by the British Press 
last year for her excellence in 
reporting the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in Gaza. 
We also interviewed Jamal Da-
jani, who is an award-winning pro-
ducer and vice president of Middle 
East, North Africa, Latin America 
and the Caribbean at Internews 
Network. Before this, he was the 
vice president of international news 
at Link TV, as well as the co-creator 
and series producer of Mosaic: 
World News from the Middle East, 
winner of the prestigious Peabody 
Award. Dajani is a frequent guest 
on national and international 
media broadcast networks. He 
has published several articles on 
the Middle East in many print and 
electronic media outlets and blogs 
regularly for The Huffington Post. 
We also interviewed Ben 
White, who is a freelance journal-
ist and writer from the UK spe-
cializing in Palestine/Israel. He 
also writes on the broader Middle 
East, Islam and Christianity, and 
the “war on terror.” 
Our project aims to give its au-
diences something to think about 
and see journalism not just as a 
means of conveying information 
but a door to critically engage 
in political thought and critical 
theory. Through our project, we 
understand the important roles 
journalists play in shaping the 
everyday realities the rest of us 
see and also learned of the many 
challenges they face reporting on 
the ground, especially in war-
zones like Gaza. It is as Winston 
Churchill writes: “Journalism is 
a guardian that never sleeps and 
protects freedom of the people.”  
shiwAni neupAne is a senior 
politics major. She can be reached at 
sneupan1@ithaca.edu
Students analyze media portrayal of Gaza Strip
Palestinians participate in a rally to mark 23 years for the foundation of 




At Apple’s Special Event in September, Steve Jobs made a bold statement 
that not only came as a surprise 
but also changed the way every-
one views music.
In addition to announcing a 
new lineup of iPods, the Apple 
TV and High Dynamic Range 
photography for the iPhone, Jobs 
introduced iTunes 10 — com-
plete with a new, redesigned, 
glowing blue musical note icon. 
Jobs’ rationale behind this new 
look was that the sale of digital 
media is poised to surpass that 
of physical CDs, and it was time 
to ditch the CD in the universally 
recognizable iTunes icon.
It seems like yesterday that I 
was on vacation with my family 
in Myrtle Beach, S.C., standing in 
line at Sam Goody to buy my first 
CD — Mariah Carey’s “Butterfly” 
album. There was an excitement 
surrounding that purchase, but 
because of downloads and online 
streaming, the process of purchas-
ing physical discs has almost come 
to a standstill.
The iPod and other mp3 play-
ers have replaced Sony’s Discman 
as the industry standard. But 
though it may appear that people 
want to own digital copies of 
their favorite tunes, the future of 
music is online streaming.
 Pandora and Grooveshark 
are just two examples of music 
streaming services that are taking 
the industry by storm. While 
streaming might appear to be a 
throwback to the days of radio, 
for people who want the ideal lis-
tening experience without having 
to repeatedly search, purchase, 
download and sync their music, 
streaming is the perfect outlet.
Spotify, though currently only 
available in the United Kingdom 
unless you happen to find a work-
around stateside, is similar to 
Grooveshark in that it gives users 
the option to select songs rather 
than having them predetermined 
for you. Spotify has been the 
service that has garnered the most 
attention, especially from Apple, 
because if it can make it through 
the Transportation Security 
Administration without being 
stripped of its immense library of 
artists, it would instantly become a 
competitor to iTunes.
People want to take their 
music libraries with them 
when they step away from their 
computer, and as great as iPods 
are, they are limited by capacity. 
But Grooveshark’s and Spotify’s 
mobile apps give audiophiles a 
satisfactory experience without 
the need for another gadget.
I’ve always advocated owning 
digital copies of my music and 
even put my fist through a wall 
when I accidentally deleted 30 gi-
gabytes off my iPod, but having the 
ability to listen to millions of free 
songs on my computer and iPhone 
has me singing a different tune.
Andrew weiser is a senior 
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Accent editor
When senior Ben Fankhauser was young, 
he would stand outside the stage door to the-
aters in his hometown Cleveland, Ohio, after a 
show finished with a Sharpie and his program. 
He would wait in the freezing cold to get the 
cast and director’s autographs. 
“I kid you not — I was a nerd,” he said. “I 
would get every Playbill signed by every touring 
company. If it was ‘Blue’s Clue’s Live’ 
I would get them to sign.”
Now Fankhauser is the one being asked for 
his autograph.
Last year Fankhauser, a musical theater 
major, left Ithaca College to be a part of the 
2009-10 national tour of the Broadway show 
“Spring Awakening.” He returned this year and 
plans to graduate on time with his class. 
Fankhauser got his first taste of fame one 
night before he had taken over the role of Ernst, 
the naïve boy who falls for male classmate 
Hanschen. Fans of the musical found out he was 
joining the cast, and at the end of the show a 
young audience member nervously asked for 
his autograph. 
“To be on the other end of that was completely 
surreal,” he said. “I felt awesome — like people 
were looking up to me. And I felt like I was in-
spiring, which is what I want to do.”
Based on the play written in 1891 by Frank 
Wedekind and set to music by Duncan Sheik 
with lyrics by Steven Sater, “Spring Awakening” 
follows a group of teenagers in late 19th century 
Germany as they grow up and discover sex. 
Becoming a part of the show was a lengthy 
process though. Fankhauser first auditioned for 
the original Broadway production in 2007. Cast-
ing directors called him back multiple times 
over four years. Fankhauser said his love of the 
musical kept him going through the process.
“[Ernst] is such this completely young vul-
nerable and clueless person — it’s funny how 
clueless he is,” Fankhauser said. “So it was a 
part I really wanted to do and a show I really 
wanted to be a part of. It was an equity show 
and it was a tour, and all those things made me 
want to keep striving for my dream.”
When he got the part, he joined the cast af-
ter the first year in its two-year run. The tour 
disrupted plans he had to study in London, 
but Fankhauser said once the shock settled in, 
he was able to enjoy the fact that he achieved 
some of his dreams before turning 21. 
“You just feel this incredible amount of grati-
tude,” he said. “I just started feeling so incredibly 
lucky — like sappy lucky  — like ‘Oh my god you 
guys, I love every one of you so much.’ Just com-
pletely blessed and completely thankful.”
On tour Fankhauser performed eight shows 
a week, one every night from Tuesday to Sunday 
with two matinee shows on weekends. Monday, 
the cast’s day off, was usually spent traveling by 
bus or plane to the next city. 
Fankhauser said the packed schedule was ex-
hausting at times, but when he stepped onto the 
stage, the energy he felt from the audience always 
rejuvenated him.
“When you get in front of 2,000 people or 
whatever is in the house, and the lights are on 
your face and everyone is just hanging on every 
word that you’re saying, it’s this energy to me that 
I could be dying, and it would bring me back to 
life,” he said. “That’s what I live on. That’s why I 
do it.”
Castmate Anthony Lee Medina, who played 
Otto, another classmate, said Fankhauser was al-
ways able to put any problems aside to perform. 
“He knew how to get through a perfor-
mance, and no one would know that he was 
even remotely under the weather or not feeling 
up to par,” he said.
Medina said Fankhauser brought a new per-
spective to the character after Ben Moss, who 
played Ernst previously on the tour. 
 “He completely changed the role,” he said. 
“The fact that he was older and he had more ma-
turity to him and his personality, the role had a 
maturity to it.”
Fankhauser has been in theater since middle 
school. He performed in shows at the college, in-
cluding “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “A New 
Brain,” “Metamorphoses” and most recently he 
played the MC in “Chicago.” 
Norm Johnson, associate professor of theater 
arts, directed Fankhauser sophomore year in “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Johnson said he 
noticed a change in Fankhauser’s stage presence 
in “Chicago” after his Broadway run.
“He just seemed a whole lot more confident 
in that role and how he really took the stage,” 
he said.
Fankhauser said being a part of “Spring 
Awakening” showed him how to use the skills he 
learned at the college — “his tools.”
“I get to walk out into the world with a tool-
box,” he said. “I haven’t walked out into the world 
as the best carpenter there’s ever been. I just 
started. I just got my tools, and I get to learn by 
practicing building stuff.”
Fankhauser said finding an industry job will 
still be difficult, despite his experience. 
“In this business it is so much about just per-
sistence in auditioning,” he said. “Sometimes you 
don’t get jobs for months. It’s a matter of I’m tal-
ented and I know that, and I just have to keep 
doing it, doing it, doing it until the stars align.”
Fankhauser said he still wanted to return 
to the college to finish his degree after the tour 
finished, and he isn’t wasting any time. He took 
summer classes, is taking extra classes this se-
mester and next and plans to take winter session 
courses to finish on time.
“I didn’t want to spend another year in school 
because I had learned so much on the road,” he 
said. “And I learned so much here at school, but 
I didn’t learn anything until I stepped out onto 
that stage.”
Fankhauser said he wanted to graduate on 
time so that he could re-enter into the profes-
sional realm of theater with his classmates.
“It was a very important bond that I wanted 
to go back to because I love all these people 
dearly, and we are all going to be in the real world 
together, so I kind of wanted to enter with them 
as opposed to by myself,” he said.
All the world’s
Standout senior actor 
returns to finish degree 
after Broadway tour
Fankhauser sings Sunday onstage in the Hoerner Theatre. Even though he missed a year of 
school doing the Broadway tour of “Spring Awakening,” he still plans to graduate on time.
GrAHAm HEBEl/THE ITHAcAn
Senior musical theater major Ben Fankhauser introduces a new song as the mc in Ithaca 
college’s production of “chicago.” He’s done three other mainstage shows at the college.
mIcHEllE Boulé/THE ITHAcAn
Fankhauser, as Ernst, performs with Andy mientus, who played his love interest Hanschen, in 
last year’s national tour of “Spring Awakening.” The show chronicles teens discovering sex.
courTESY oF BEn FAnKHAuSEr
his stage
[accentuate]
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Techies will surely get their geek on this 
season with the abundance of tech-savvy 
toys dominating the market. With prices 
as low as $15, these quality tech trinkets 
are perfect for everyone. Fitness fanatics 
and music junkies alike can jam to beats 
blasting through customized headsets, 
while computer nerds can supplement 
their laptops with cool accessories. Even 
household handymen will appreciate digital 
measuring tapes and device-charging 
power wheels. These products are slick 
stuffers that will surely find themselves in 
the stockings of all good boys and girls. 
Lukewarm
Sweet and Savory
Whether candy loving children or chocolate 
connoisseurs, those with a sweet tooth 
won’t be disappointed by edible gifts. A 
generous stuffing of irresistible treats like 
gourmet Godiva squares and scrumptious 
Lindt truffles are bound to incite holiday 
hype, while those Christmas-themed 
tinfoils wrapped around bland chocolates 
are an ultimate letdown. However, melting 
at the bottom of felt-lined stocking resting 
under the fireplace mantle, yummy candies 
hallmark the holiday season but can end 
up a sticky mess. The candy cane staple 
and generic mix of red and green M&Ms — 
which usually become the go-to for anxious 
nibblers — while tasty and satisfying, are 
still less desirable sweets. 
Not
Bath and Bubbles
With cheap bath sets and overly-scented 
lotions lining the aisles and stocking the 
shelves in every department store, these 
simple gifts are nothing more than conve-
nient stuffers that usually pile up in the 
bathroom cupboard. Though tiny tubes of 
ChapStick mixed with other beauty prod-
ucts are useful in winter weather, smelly 
soap sets and sticks of deodorant are 
merely stock items, which generally imply 
that a hygiene makeover is needed before 
the New Year. While prettily packaged 
and potently perfumed, these little bath 
accessories are momentarily exciting but 
ultimately unwanted.
Staff Writer Megan Devlin rates the most 
desired stocking stuffers holiday lovers 
should expect this winter season.
But didn’t you know that all my characters 
are gay?
— Johnny Depp to Vanity Fair responding to Disney executives who 
said his performance as Captain Jack Sparrow was too flamboyant.
Jingle belles rock
From left, junior Shannon McGuinness and sophomore Casey Thomas of IC Voicestream take center stage at the group’s Block II concert 
Friday. Decked in festive holiday attire, the a cappella singers belted out contemporary favorites to a spirited crowd in IC Square.
ClauDIa pIeTrzak/The IThaCan
Oh, Christmas Tree. Oh, Christmas Tree. How lovely are your — 
lobsters? As the holiday season gets into full swing, some 
New Englanders are taking their Christmas spirit to new 
territories — the shellfish industry. Some of the top lobster-
fishing ports in New England are taking their traps and 
using them to create giant Christmas trees. This trap-
turned-tree tradition started 12 years ago in Gloucester, 
Mass., and spread five years later to Rockland, Maine. 
But this year one town is upstaging both of them. 
Beals Island, Maine, put up a tree last Thursday 
that stands 50 feet tall, lights and tall yellow star 
and all. It may not be quite as nice as the spar-
kling one at Rockefeller Center, but this tree can 
do something others can’t — catch dinner. 
— Whitney Faber
 
Yeshiva University’s all-male Jewish a cappella group, The Maccabeats, 
went viral with their November release, “Candlelight.” In their rendition 
of Taio Cruz’s “Dynamite,”the hilarious play on Jewish tradi-
tions gives the song rise as the new “Hanukkah 
Song.” While spinning dreidel tops and 
flipping fresh latkes, the candlelight 
goes on and on and on through the 
chorus line. The group even sings from 
rainbow-colored frames resembling a 
“Brady Bunch” episode opener. If this 
video doesn’t inspire laughter, at least it 
celebrates all eight nights. 
— Megan Devlin
Snipes to go to slammer 
In“Brooklyn’s Finest,” 
Wesley Snipes played 
Casanova “Caz” Phillips, 
a drug lord released from 
prison. It seems life is imi-
tating art a little too much. 
Though Snipes’ crimes 
aren’t as exciting, they’re 
enough for him to poten-
tially spend the next three 
years in the slammer. As 
of yesterday Snipes is 
meant to head to jail today 
for three misdemeanor 
counts of willfully failing 
to file federal tax returns. 
However, yesterday Snipes 
made a request for a new 
trial because his attorney 
received an e-mail claim-
ing three jurors concluded 
Snipes’ guilt before the 
trial. It’s understandable, 
Snipes, not many people 
pull off that jumpsuit, but 
that doesn’t change the 
rule: Don’t do the crime if 
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By Qina Liu 
Chief Copy editor
After interning with Maneater 
Productions and FunnyOrDie.com 
during his eight months studying in 
Los Angeles, senior Josh George re-
turned to Ithaca College this fall with a 
new goal: starting his own production 
company, Comedy Sauce. 
Comedy Sauce began last summer 
when George, the executive producer, 
came up with the idea and recruited 
13 people from across different ma-
jors who he thought would work well 
together to collaborate on funny digi-
tal shorts. Members contribute to all 
aspects of the filming process.
As an Ithaca College Television 
veteran and a former producer of the 
ICTV show “Suiteness,” George said 
he wanted to be able to create shorts 
without compromising the integrity of 
the finished product. Comedy Sauce 
is a non-affiliated group at the college. 
“I felt like there wasn’t enough time 
to put out a good product, especially 
three episodes on a TV station,” he 
said. “You’re always rushing.”
Senior Eric Peterson said the group 
bonded over their weekly brainstorm 
meetings every Wednesday.
“I didn’t know a lot of the people 
before we got started, but we quickly 
became friends after shouting out 
ideas every week for stories,” he said. 
Senior Lauren Hesse said she 
never had the opportunity to write 
comedy before, so she is glad George 
created a group with many people 
working together.
“It’s been great for the editing 
process,” she said. “But also to see 
how students take on and become 
producers and directors and pro-
duction assistants for these videos. 
There’s a lot that goes into it, even if 
it’s just for fun.”
Finished products are uploaded on 
the group’s website. George said hav-
ing the website helps the skits reach a 
larger audience. 
George said he wanted to run the 
company like an actual production 
company in L.A., so initially, people 
had trouble adjusting to a style dif-
ferent from what they were used to 
while working with ICTV. However, 
things picked up with the success of 
their first video, which was uploaded 
in mid-October.  
“As the first video came out and 
we got, within the first two days, 
about 500 hits on the website, things 
just started to click together and 
people started getting really into it,” 
George said.
If George had a choice, he said he 
would upload a video every week, but 
it is hard when everyone has classes 
and different schedules. The group 
has already uploaded two shorts on 
its website, one about a party in which 
everyone shares stories about a person 
but they don’t know the person’s name, 
and one about a basketball coach who 
makes sexually inappropriate, sugges-
tive comments during halftime.
To develop the coach video, 
George split Comedy Sauce into two 
groups and made it a competition, giv-
ing them two-weeks to create a funny 
video. The winning skit was uploaded 
on the website.
“I literally didn’t talk to anyone 
from the other group for two weeks,” 
George said.  
The group is in the process of ed-
iting a third video, which is about a 
nervous girl doing man-on-the-street 
interviews, and will be shooting a 
fourth video this weekend. They aim 
to have the two new videos online by 
the end of finals week.
Matthew Hazenbush, a senior 
at Boston College, a fan on the 
Comedy Sauce Facebook page and 
George’s friend. He described the 
shorts as hilarious and said he was 
really impressed by the high produc-
tion value of the videos.
“It’s definitely like CollegeHumor 
— geared towards the college audi-
ence,” he said. “That’s what the cre-
ators are going for, they themselves 
being college students. For example, 
in the coach video, there’s a lot of 
toilet humor that just comes off as 
really funny.” 
Anyone is allowed to propose 
scripts or story ideas through the 
team’s Facebook group and become a 
collaborative part of the process. 
With a team made up of mostly 
seniors, members do not have much 
time left together at the college. How-
ever, if a good number of the group 
moves to LA, there is a chance they 
can continue making shorts together.
Freshman Alex Cartini, who 
is the only underclassman of the 
group, said the seniors have been a 
defining part of his college career 
so far because they have taught him 
about everything from camera work 
to audio editing.
“I definitely think my learning 
curve has been much higher than oth-
er freshmen just because we’re doing 
stuff they’ve been doing for four years 
now,” he said. “I like what we started, 
and it would be nice to continue pro-
ducing work for Comedy Sauce.”
George said he wants to have 
seven or eight shorts online before 
graduation, but ultimately he hopes 
everyone has fun in the process. 
“The purpose for it was just to have 
fun for it, to not be totally stressed out 
and to just enjoy making videos in a 
professional, yet fun way,” he said. 
Members of Comedy Sauce act out ideas for a future sketch during their meeting Friday. Executive producer Josh 
George (third from left) founded the group. The members write, film, perform and edit short online skits.
Talia KorEn/ThE iThaCan
Comedy Sauce cooks up 
online humor sketches 
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Greg Hollowell was playing his saxophone 
for tips on a street in Boone, N.C., when three 
fellow funk-style musicians found him. Now 
he is the saxophonist for Yo Mama’s Big Fat 
Booty Band, which is currently on its Easy 
Livin’ Tour across the country. Yo Mama’s Big 
Fat Booty Band will perform at 8 p.m. today 
at Castaways.
Staff Writer Gena Mangiaratti spoke with 
Hollowell about funk music, writing songs 
and life on tour.
Gena Mangiaratti: Where does the band’s 
name come from?
Greg Hollowell: We actually had a DOS-
based program, and you would enter in the 
names of the band members and your instru-
ments, and it would give you band names. We 
added in the people in the band at the time, 
and it gave us Yo Mama’s Big Fat Booty Band.
GM: You started playing saxophone in sixth 
grade. What made you want to be a musician?
GH: It was right before I went to college that 
I made that choice, and I just tried to think 
about what would I be able to do every day of 
my life and be happy with it. My favorite class 
was band and everything. That was about it, 
like, I could do this every day and be pretty 
happy. I thought I wanted to go into business, 
but then I thought of sitting in an office ev-
ery day, and I didn’t really like that idea. It’s 
funny, because through being in a band, it’s 
become a business. 
GM: Your music doesn’t really sound like 
anything else out there. On Facebook you’re 
classified as “Nu Funk,” but can you really 
classify your music?
GH: No. We call it that because it is funk 
— we definitely think that way. We write 
that way, but I feel like the majority of funk 
bands out there will play James Brown cov-
ers, and they’ll do a lot of old funk covers. 
… But there are a few of us out there that 
are kind of still pushing the envelope, and 
it’s new. It’s new music and it’s still funk, 
so that’s kind of where the “Nu Funk” thing 
comes in. There’s a good bit of rock in what 
we do. There’s a good bit of edge. It’s kind of 
leaning more towards that these days, which 
I really like, but the solid kind of back beat, 
the funk beat, that really nice heavy dance-
able groove, heavy bass and the horns — 
that’s to me what makes it funk, and then 
you [add] original compositions that we 
write, and it’s new. It’s always hard to put 
a label on things. I said, “Good,” when you 
said you couldn’t classify it.
GM: How do you create songs as a band?
GH: There are a couple different ways. Some-
times an individual will have an idea or a 
song in mind and they’ll bring it to the prac-
tice room, and we’ll play our parts and put 
our twists on them, and that’s the song. Then 
a lot of the times, which is the way I person-
ally like to do it as a single line player, you 
know — saxophone, I can’t really sit down 
and chunk out chords and write a song on a 
saxophone by myself — so, what I like to do, 
this is how I write, is we just get together and 
start a groove and then figure out melodies 
and collaborate and write a song that way.
GM: What is your source of inspiration for 
your songs, both when you are working as a 
group or as an individual?
GH: That’s kind of a hard one to answer. 
Sometimes if there’s a groove going, I’ll try 
to just hear a melody and just try to pick it 
out. I always say that the notes are there, you 
just got to pick them out and put them in the 
right spot. Sometimes I’ll try to sing some-
thing, and then I’ll play it, and I’ll just keep 
playing it, trying to make something that I 
want to hear. It just comes from playing and 
from thinking about music constantly and all 
that kind of thing.
GM: What is your favorite part about touring?
GH: I really like when we get to a new place 
and a bunch of people show up. I really like 
sharing what we do with these folks, and it 
just goes hand in hand with being successful. 
In a band, obviously you do what you like to 
do, and it’s great when it’s successful. ... It’s a 
hard job, but it’s a great job.
Greg Hollowell (bottom left) plays saxophone in Yo Mama’s Big Fat Booty Band, which is on its 
Easy Livin’ tour. Hollowell said the band’s fresh sound can’t be classified to one genre.
CourtEsY oF JosH BranstEttEr
Inventive funk band creates booty-shaking music
Check our
status.
Become a fan of 
The Ithacan on
Facebook and
follow us on Twitter.
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by Megan Devlin 
Staff Writer
With lights descending upon the doo-wopping 
trio whose harmonic tones resound, and an electric 
ray of pinks and greens that beams around center 
stage alluring viewers, the mesmerizing opening 
scene of “How I Learned to Drive” braces the audi-
ence before the heavy performance unfolds.
The five-person cast of “How I 
Learned to Drive” floors the audi-
ence with its acting and ability to 
express raw emotions to address 
the play’s challenging theme.
“How I Learned to Drive,” 
written by Paula Vogel, tells the 
story of Li’l Bit, played by senior 
Hannah Skye Wenzel, as she 
unfolds the secrets of her abusive childhood. She 
takes the audience for a drive “in the reverse gear” 
— a metaphoric phrase repeated by the chorus 
indicating the character’s flashbacks — through 
her traumatic childhood. The series of flashbacks 
illustrates the transformative relationship between 
her maturing self and her pedophilic uncle, Peck, 
played by sophomore Daniel Berlingeri.
Wenzel’s truthful narration of Li’l Bit’s traumatic 
childhood poignantly brings her trauma to the 
stage. Her fluid ability to switch between different 
stages of Li’l Bit’s development binds the audience to 
her tales of misfortune. In contrast to her problems, 
the actress’ laughable exaggerations of sexuality and 
tipsy swirling of swizzle sticks after sipping martinis 
with her uncle offer comedic relief. This easily lets 
the audience face the reality of this weighted issue.
Enchanting the audience with his all-too ap-
pealing Southern charm, Berlingeri creates a 
sympathetic alignment to his character, which 
distracts the audience from Peck’s pedophilic 
nature. Berlingeri captures the effects of Peck’s 
psychological traumas from wartime combat in 
his cowardly refutations of alcohol and compel-
ling sexual suggestions to his young niece. His 
show-stopping performance peaks at the climax, 
where Peck makes his first sexual advance on the 
11-year-old Li’l Bit. As Berlingeri gropes Wenzel 
in fearless action his facial expression displays 
the character’s self-disgust. It leaves viewers con-
templating his actions despite his compassion 
portrayed throughout the play.
The three supporting actors who make up the 
contemporary Greek chorus do a spot-on job as 
the minor figures essential to telling Li’l Bit’s story. 
Whether taking the stage as a doo-wop trio singing 
the blues or transforming from roles as family mem-
bers to taunting classmates, junior Ned Donovan, 
senior Amber Wood and sophomore Celeste Rose 
brilliantly display their vocal talents and dramatic 
versatility. However, their metaphoric gear shifts get 
redundant with each scene change and trump their 
potent facial expressions and notable one-liners.
Director Wendy Dann, assistant professor of 
theater arts, masters Vogel’s use of erotic humor, in-
cluding sexual innuendos and comical anecdotes on 
the nature of men, women and sex. Dann uses ec-
centric lighting and scene-appropriate sound effects 
to accentuate the actors’ emotional versatility, evoke 
receptive sentiments and engage the audience in the 
intimate performance.
Switching between stage-illuminating bulbs 
with color spectrums that stretch from cool blues to 
warm yellows and white lights that capture a dra-
matic monologue, the visual effects by senior Tyler 
Perry help emphasize Li’l Bit’s psychological state. 
Further lending to the play’s realism, audio by 
Don Tindall, assistant professor of sound design, 
creates distinct moods for listeners to internalize. 
The sensual tones of Elvis Presley bring the audi-
ence back to the 1960s while the soft cricket chirps 
conjure a realistic sensory experience of the cool 
summer’s eve depicted on stage.
The courageous cast of “How I Learned to Drive” 
stuns the audience with its stellar performance. 
While technical perfection thrusts viewers into the 
setting, this play would be nothing without the cou-
rageous acting of the leads and the support of the 
chorus whose abilities provide a humorous context 
for the audience to confront the unsettling reality.
Cast’s performance puts play in gear
From left, Uncle Peck, played by sophomore Daniel Berlingeri, and Li’l Bit, played by senior Hannah 
Skye Wenzel, rehearse Nov. 18. The last performances of the show are at 8 p.m. today and tomorrow. 
Parker CHeN/THe ITHaCaN
by CaDy lang 
Staff Writer
Norah Jones’ latest release, “…
Featuring Norah Jones” is exactly 
what the name denotes: a com-
pilation of 18 collaborations with 
musical artists from 2001-10. 
The artists she sings with run 
the gamut from 
indie band Belle 
and Sebastian to 
musical legends 
like Ray Charles. 
The album is 
a testament to 
Jones’ versatility, 
with her husky, 
soulful voice 
that can turn 
bluesy or plaintive by song. 
While all the songs have been 
previously released in many genres 
and albums, “…Featuring” has a re-
markable symbiosis that results in 
a deliciously mellow hour of strong 
but soothing easy listening. 
Enjoyable tracks on the album 
are the lilting crooner tune “Love 
Me” with The Little Willies, the 
perky twanger of a Dolly Parton 
partnership, “Creepin’ In”, and 
the decadently rich “Here We Go 
Again” with Ray Charles.
“…Featuring Norah Jones” is 
a lovely showcase of a decade of 
Jones’ collaborations, which high-
light her overwhelming talents.
Soulful CD soothes fans
CoUrTeSy oF BLUe NoTe reCorDS
quickies




“Happy Christmas” is singer 
Jessica Simpson’s second 
Christmas album release. 
though her vocals aren’t ter-
rible, they come off too over-
powering on some tracks.




this album is full of earnest 
messages and imagination. 
Jazz and funk influences help 





rapper t.i.’s seventh studio 
album underwent three 
name changes and many 
pushed back release dates. 
this album is slightly more 
aggressive than his last.
thursday
This Changes everything, an 
exhibition of pieces from the 
college’s Photo Workshop 
class, will have its opening 
reception from 7 to 10 p.m. 
at the Greenstar Warehouse. 
admission is free. 
friday
blue velvet, a classic thriller 
directed by David Lynch with Kyle 
MacLachlan about sex, pain and 
severed body parts, will show 
at 9:30 p.m. at Cornell Cinema. 
tickets are $4 to $7.  
Mike brindisi and The new 
york Rock, an acoustic rock 
band from ithaca, will play with 
special guest frailfragment, an 
alternative rock band, at 9 p.m. 
at the Haunt. admission is $10.
saturday
The nutcracker, the classic 
story of Clara and her nutcracker 
prince choreographed by Lavinia 
reid and set to tchaikovsky’s 
score, will show at 7:30 p.m. at 
the State theatre. tickets are 
$13 for students.  
The Destination, a swing and 
funk band with r&B and latin 
influence in its dance tunes, 
will play from 7 to 10 p.m. 
admission is $5.
sunday
Free little birds with Marie 
burns, an old-time country 
solo singer with a sweet sound, 
will play from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at felicia’s atomic Lounge.       
admission is free. 
hot
dates
album of unreleased songs 
proves artist still ‘the Boss’
by lauRen MaTeeR 
Staff Writer
Bruce Springsteen’s “The Promise” 
is a compilation of songs recorded 
during the sessions 
that produced 1978’s, 
“Darkness at the 
Edge of Town.” 
While a few songs 
on “The Promise” 
are merely different 
versions of already 
released songs — a 
stripped down ver-
sion of “Because the 
Night,” from before Patti Smith covered 
it and made the song a hit, is the best — 
the majority of the album’s 22 tracks are 
previously unreleased material. 
The highlight of the CD is the title 
track. In typical Springsteen style, 
“The Promise” is a story about love, 
loss and working class people driving 
down lonely New Jersey highways. It 
is reminiscent of classic songs such 
as “Thunder Road” and “Racing in 
the Street,” a version of which appears 
on the album, with its keyboards and 
sweeping melody. Other standouts 
are the upbeat “Ain’t Good Enough for 
You” and the melancholy “The Way.” 
Some material on “The Promise” 
was later reworked and released as oth-
er songs. “Spanish Eyes” contains lyrics 
heard in “I’m on Fire,” from “Born in the 
U.S.A.” while “Candy’s Boy” is an early, 
more cheerful incarnation of 1978’s 
“Candy’s Room.” These tracks provide 
an interesting look at the evolution of 
an idea into a classic song. 
The album’s low point is “It’s a 
Shame,” a song with nearly the same 
melody as the far more enjoyable “Ain’t 
Good Enough for You.” It’s reprise-like 
mimicry of the earlier song interrupts 
the flow of the album, and the lyrics are 
dull. However, it is the only misfire on 
an otherwise solid album. 
The songs on “The Promise” were 
recorded just after the release of “Born 
to Run,” when Springsteen had just be-
come a star and was creating the best 
music of his career. “The Promise” is 
an album full of catchy songs — a must 
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May i BE fraNK? 






7:20 p.m., 9:35 p.m.
thE girl Who KiCKEd                   
thE horNEt’s NEst 








thE ChroNiClEs of NarNia: thE 
voyagE of thE daWN trEadEr 3-d
12:45 p.m., 1:45 p.m., 3:45 p.m., 
4:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 7:10 p.m., 
9:10 p.m., 9:50 p.m.
thE ChroNiClEs of NarNia: thE 
voyagE of thE daWN trEadEr 
2:30 p.m., 5:10 p.m., 7:50 p.m., 
10:30 p.m.
thE tourist 
2:10 p.m., 4:50 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 
9:55 p.m.
thE Warrior’s Way 
1:50 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 7:20 p.m., 
10:10 p.m. 
BurlEsQuE HHH1/2
1:10 p.m., 3:55 p.m., 6:50 p.m., 
10 p.m.
duE datE HHH1/2
2:20 p.m., 5:40 p.m., 8:20 p.m., 
10:40 p.m.
fastEr 
8 p.m., 10:25 p.m.
harry PottEr aNd thE dEathly 
halloWs: Part 1 HHH 1/2
1:30 p.m., 2 p.m., 4:40 p.m.,  
6:10 p.m., 8:10 p.m., 9:20 p.m.
lovE aNd othEr drugs 
4:05 p.m., 6:40 p.m., 9:40 p.m.
MEgaMiNd HH1/2
2:40 p.m., 5:20 p.m.
MorNiNg glory HHH
7:40 p.m., 10:20 p.m.
thE NExt thrEE days HHH
12:25 p.m., 4 p.m., 7 p.m., 10:10 p.m.
taNglEd 3-d HH
1 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 
taNglEd 
2:50 p.m., 5:30 p.m. 
uNstoPPaBlE HH
12:50 p.m., 3:40 p.m., 6:20 p.m.,  
9 p.m.
Federal lies inspire audience suspicion
by Qina Liu 
ChiEF CoPy EdiTor
Everyone knows that two people 
cannot build a marriage out of lies, 
so when it comes 
to the marriage be-
tween the United 
States federal gov-
ernment and the 
American citizens, 
the public better 
hope the govern-
ment upholds the 
values of truth and transparency. 
The film “Fair Game” presents 
how truth and transparency took the 
backseat concerning the Iraq War 
during George W. Bush’s presidency. 
Based on two memoirs by Valerie 
Plame Wilson and her husband Am-
bassador Joe Wilson, the movie tells 
how Plame’s (Naomi Watts) identity 
as a Central Intelligence Agent was 
leaked to the press after her husband 
(Sean Penn) wrote an editorial pre-
senting the lies in Bush’s State of the 
Union address.
Directed by Doug Liman, who 
also produced series like “The Bourne 
Identity” and “The O.C.,” the film does 
a superb job in recreating the inten-
sity of real-life events and highlights 
the eeriness and secrecy surrounding 
a job in the CIA, especially Plame’s 
withholding of information on her 
whereabouts from loved ones. When 
traveling in the Middle East, it was 
unsettling to see Plame approach in-
terview subjects with detailed profiles 
of their backgrounds, which she had 
gathered prior to questioning them.
Meanwhile, Liman’s direction and 
Jez and John-Henry Butterworth’s 
screenplay shed insight on the effects 
of a career based on lying. Plame’s 
job put a strain on her marriage and 
friendships after her true identity as 
an agent was leaked in the press. In 
an Academy Award-worthy scene 
between Plame and Wilson, Plame 
complains about changing her phone 
number multiple times after getting 
death threats from neighbors and 
anonymous callers while Wilson ar-
gues he cannot let this injustice pass 
without a fight. Through Watts’ re-
luctance and Penn’s stubbornness, 
viewers get a deep sense of how se-
crets can dissemble a vow of “in sick-
ness and health.” The scene evokes 
strong pathos, pulling at the audi-
ence’s heartstrings.
For Watts, who is known for star-
ring in roles such as “The Ring” and 
“King Kong,” “Fair Game” holds a 
tougher challenge, which Watts con-
fronts with poise. As Watts’ character 
relays her love for the CIA and faces 
her rejection from the force, viewers 
sympathize with her plight. She main-
tains the perfect balance of strength 
and emotion. In one scene she breaks 
down crying in front of a mirror and 
in another scene she tries to hold her 
marriage with Wilson together.
While both the plot and the acting 
are strong and compelling, the true 
stars of the film are Liman’s cinema-
tography and Christopher Tellefsen’s 
editing. Every cut shows movement, 
including pans, rack focuses and se-
quencing. The fast cuts set the tone of 
the movie, brewing uneasiness among 
viewers in the drama of an unethical 
move by a few powerful men control-
ling the White House.
Real clips from news outlets such 
as CNN and C-Span add to the mass 
fear and paranoia created when dis-
cussing nuclear energy obtained in 
Iraq. Bush and the real Valerie Plame 
Wilson make cameos in the film 
through news clips, grounding this 
drama in reality.
“Fair Game” succeeded in leaving 
a message of democracy: It’s up to the 
people to take a part in government 
and demand truth and answers. 
“Fair Game” was written by Jez and 
John-Henry Butterworth and directed 
by Doug Liman.
Valerie Plame (Naomi Watts) testifies against policies protecting secrets of federal powerhouses using personal 
interviews and anecdotes to advocate for the defense of journalistic integrity and government transparency.
Courtesy of riVer road eNtertaiNmeNt
Relentless singer 
owns spotlight
by Shea o’Meara 
sTaFF wriTEr
In “Burlesque,” director Steve Antin revamps 
the typical plot of small-town, blonde sweetheart 
turned big-city star to a flashy and heart-warming 
story of persistence and romance. 
Christina Aguilera plays 
Ali, a waitress in her 20s, who 
stops bussing tables in Iowa to 
become a star in Los Angeles. 
Ali finds herself in Burlesque, 
a club on Sunset Strip where 
she demands a place on stage 
to fulfill her childhood dreams. 
Club owner and past Burlesque 
star Tess (Cher) and her sidekick, Sean (Stanley 
Tucci), doubt she has what it takes. This changes 
after a serendipitous mishap reveals what she has 
really been hiding — her voice. This newfound tal-
ent faces dire straights when savvy entrepreneur 
Marcus (Eric Dane) threatens to steal both the 
lounge and Ali’s heart. 
While her stellar stage performance makes 
“Burlesque” a highly recommended film, 
Aguilera’s acting leaves viewers wanting more. 
The movie focuses heavily on Aguilera, and her 
cookie-cutter story is a bit unconvincing in its 
predictable simplicity. Those expecting to be car-
ried through the first few scenes will most likely 
be disappointed by the slow start. However, if 
viewers can trudge through the start, the fishnet-
filled climax is sure to satisfy. While beginning 
with dancing beauties lip-syncing to old hits, the 
scene moves to Aguilera’s charisma and playful 
stage performance. Her sensual sound and the en-
ergized music makes “Burlesque” worth watching.
Reminiscent of “Coyote Ugly,” the film cre-
ates a dynamic relationship between its stars 
with the maternal bond formed between Tess 
and Ali. Cher stuns the audience with her bold 
and charismatic acting along with her sexy and 
fun right-hand man, the charming Tucci. Moving 
from a man preaching the value of true love — yet 
unable to remember the name of his last night’s 
lover — to one who’s ready to take his own advice, 
Tucci builds his character throughout the film. 
Despite a slow beginning, actor gone screen-
writer Steve Antin manages to create a grand 
ending that leaves his audience wanting more. 
“Burlesque” certainly does not shy away from the 
sexual, but rather presents itself in a tasteful por-
trayal of the talent and passion underneath the 
costumes and corsets.
 
“Burlesque” was both written and directed by 
Steve Antin.
With a fearless performance on the big stage, ali 
(Christina aguilera) shimmies her way to the top.








by jaMeS haSSon 
sTaFF wriTEr
What sacrifices can free an innocent loved 
one? Is he or she worth the hard fight? “The 
Next Three Days” asks these questions with ex-
citement in its powerful and 
thrilling take on the prison 
escape movie genre. 
The blissful family life 
of John Brennan (Russell 
Crowe), his wife Lara (Eliza-
beth Banks) and son Luke 
(Ty Simpkins) shatters when 
police arrest Lara on charges of murdering her 
boss. After every conceivable legal option fails 
to free his wife, John seeks advice from Damon 
Pennington (Liam Neeson), an ex-convict and 
expert prison escapee who warns John of the 
difficult and cruel considerations.
The film’s exciting tension builds as John 
dodges imprisonment, obsesses with crime 
and contemplates a life without his wife. Russell 
Crowe displays great versatility, capturing John’s 
emotional turbulence from happy-go-lucky fa-
ther and husband to unflinching criminal. His 
powerful performance creates a compelling sto-
ry of a man whose perseverance nearly destroys 
the family he loves.
Despite some slow pacing issues and a dark 
and mysterious plot point revealed too late, 
“The Next Three Days” is thrilling and sophis-
ticated. With its prison escape and the cops and 
robbers premise woven beneath the fabric of 
strong characters and a riveting story, this is one 
film moviegoers won’t want to let get away.
“The Next Three Days” was written by Fred 
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for rent                    
IthacaEstatesRealty.com 
(1,2,3,4,5 & 8 Bedroom Units) 
Now Preleasing for 2011-2012
Ithaca Solar Townhouses, 4 bedrooms,
furnished, 2 baths, fireplace, sun- 
room, off-street parking, next to 
campus. For showing call 273-9300 
or 227-1076. View online: 
IthacaEstatesRealty.com
An apartment with no hassle. Hudson
Heights Studio Apartments are located 
next to IC. There are a few  
openings for the spring semester. 
We are also renting for the next school 
year 2011-2012 $585/m starting June 
1 - August 15th, 2011. We will also rent 
a few fall term 6 months (July-December) 
at $750/month. The rent includes: 
furniture, all utilities, parking, garbage  
and recycling, with laundry rooms on the 
complex. Call Cliff at 607-273-8473  
cell 280-7660 for an appointment.  
Website www.hhithaca.com
Spacious modern 4+4 BR duplex
near IC/Commons. Rent 1 or both. 
Furnished/laundry/parking. Available 
June 2011. Must see! 279-1593
3 - bedroom 221 Pennsylvania Avenue 
5 - bedroom 166 Kendall Avenue 
Call Jeff 607-279-6052.
2011-2012 Great houses/apts we 
have places with 1 up to 13 Brs 
furnished, laundry, free parking, 
reasonable rent. Professionally  
managed by working landlords. 
See http://ithaca-apts.com. 
Call Tom at 607-227-3153.
Beautiful and spacious 3 to 4 BR 
apartment available for 2011-12 year.  
(Start August). Recently remodeled. 
Completely furnished. On-site laundry and 
parking. Walking distance to Commons. 
Contact ck236@cornell.edu or 
607-262-0378. Must have 24 hr notice.
2010-11 Six-bedroom: 
3 bedrooms/unit, 201 Prospect St.
Fully furnished, appliances including dish 
washers, microwaves, 2 full bathrooms/unit 
spacious dining rooms, laundry 
facilities, utilities and private parking included 
Please call: 607.272.6889 or  
email: jag1023@hotmail.com
3 Bedroom, spacious, heat included 
ON THE Commons. Call 272-7441.
Beautiful House on Cayuga Lake 
5 minutes to downtown Ithaca 
3 or 6 people. Access to Lake.  
Wood floors, laundry, decks, 3 1/2 baths 
Call Ann 607-327-0357.
1 bedroom apt. on Hudson St. 
Available June 3, 2011 
$615 plus utilities 
273-3931
2 bedroom apt. on Hudson St. 
Available June 3, 2011 
$1,020 plus utilities 
273-3931
3,4,5 BR houses for 11-12 school yr, 
furnished, maintenance, parking 
free. Close to IC entrances. Very clean, 
11 mo. lease. Call 607-220-8779.
1,2 BR apts for 11-12 school yr. 
Utilities, cable, wireless, parking 
included. Furnished, near IC entrances 
11 mo. lease. Call 607-220-8779
Spacious modern 4 BR near IC/
Commons. Furnished, laundry, 
parking. 10/12 mo lease. Avail 
June 2011. Must see! 279-1593
4 BR, 2 bath house on lower Hudson 
St. with off-street parking, available 
August 2011, Call 351-1835  
for more info
Now Renting 2011-2012 school  
year. 1,3,4,5 bedroom apts and 
houses close to I.C. Fully  
furnished with off-street 
parking. For appt. 
call 607-592-0150
Now renting for 2011-2012 
1-9 bedroom apartments and houses 
on South Hill and Downtown. 
Call today or visit our website at: 
www.CertifiedPropertiesInc.com 
Certified Properties of TC, Inc. 
607-273-1669
Find Your Next Apartment at 
www.IthacaRents.com 
No Scams! Searchable! Free!
3 BR house on Hudson St. 212 
Furnished, laundry and parking on  
premises. Call 339-1137.
4 bedroom apt. on Hudson St. 
Available August 3, 2011 
$2,040 plus utilities 
273-3931
SerVICeS     
   Equestrians Wanted:
Corner Haven Farms offers English 
lessons, boarding and showing 
opportunities for all levels. 
www.cornerhavenfarm.com 












This space  
could be yours.
Advertise with us by
contacting our sales manager 
at drogers2@ithaca.edu  
or 274-1618.
ReMeMBeR that tIMe ... 
... Benchwarmers was open?
Yeah, we’re bummed about 
it too. accent.
The Ithacan
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Peanuts® By Charles Schulz
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by Andrew weiser 
sports editor
From the top of the uneven bars to the 
corner of the spring floor, junior Jessica 
Bolduc has literally experienced the highs 
and lows of a gymnastics career. 
Battling through injury and demanding 
training schedules while competing at every 
event, Bolduc has stuck with her passion — 
swinging, twisting and leaping her way to the 
top of the podium. 
Tied as Ithaca College’s current record-hold-
er with seven individual All-American finishes in 
only her first two years on the gymnastics team, 
Bolduc has established herself as a national title 
contender in not just one event, but four.
Competing on the bars, balance beam, floor 
and vault all in the same season isn’t something 
new for Bolduc, who started gymnastics at the 
age of 4 years old and was competing a year later.
“I remember my mom asking, ‘Do you 
want to do dance, gymnastics or soccer?’” 
Bolduc said. “Gymnastics, it’s crazy that you 
can make that decision when you’re little, and 
you look back and you’re like, ‘What would I 
have done if I didn’t have this?’”
Throughout high school, Bolduc was a 
member of the Darien YMCA gymnastics 
team in Darien, Conn., where her coaches 
were Ukrainian and demanded a high level of 
commitment, Bolduc said.
“I remember I used to skip my morning 
classes and train in the morning for a couple 
hours,” she said. “Then I’d go to school and 
would have practice later on from 6:15 to 9:15. 
But he assigned me to go an hour early so I 
would go to practice from about 5:30 to 9:30, 10 
o’clock at night.”
Bolduc maintained a grade point average 
above 3.0, despite the grueling demands of com-
peting at level 10, one step below the elite level 
that is designed to prepare athletes to represent 
the U.S. on the national and international stage. 
Bolduc qualified for the junior Olympics as a 
sophomore in high school. Bolduc’s résumé also 
includes a USA Gymnastics state title, as well as 
a first-place finish at the YMCA Nationals as a 
high school junior. But during her senior year, 
while competing at the YMCA nationals, she 
injured her back on the vault before going up to 
the uneven bars and had to pull out of the event.
Bolduc was rushed to the hospital and doc-
tors discovered she had a bulging disk — an 
injury related to the lower back when a disk 
bulges through a crevice in the spine. She said 
after the national competition her view of the 
sport changed.
“After I got back 
from nationals I just 
didn’t want to do 
gymnastics,” Bolduc 
said. “It was just so 
hard because [Head 
Gymnastics Coach 
Rick Suddaby] was 
like, ‘Send me your 
video,’ and I was just 
like, ‘No, I don’t want 
to do gymnastics. I hate this sport; it’s not fun for 
me.’ My dreams just got crushed.”
Bolduc, a business major, said the gymnastics 
environment on South Hill and the acceptance 
and understanding of the athletes helped her get 
back in the swing of gymnastics.
“I didn’t really know what the meaning of a 
team was,” she said. “I was in level 10 for five 
years by myself. I competed three of the five 
years just on my own; I was my own team.”
Suddaby said he recognized Bolduc was 
approaching burnout after competing at such 
a high level for so long and needed a change.
“When I watched her, she needed a team, 
and that’s one thing that makes college differ-
ent is the team aspect,” Suddaby said. “I knew 
if she came she’d fall in love with the team, 
and then she’d love the sport again, and that’s 
exactly what happened.”
Bolduc’s sweeping arm movements above 
her head and the smooth flicks of her ankle 
and point of her toes, along with energetic 
punctuations of a defiant, serious stare and 
dramatic leg-kick, propelled her to three 
All-American honors as a freshman.
Frances Ente ’09, who was also a member 
of the Darien YMCA team and competed on 
the vault and bars for the Blue and Gold, said 
Bolduc stood out on the team as a freshman.
“In meets where someone is like, ‘Oh, I 
don’t know if I can do this,’” Ente said. “She’s 
always the one saying, ‘You got this; it’s noth-
ing,’ which is very calming.”
While she tells others that they have it in 
themselves to pull through, for Bolduc, revisit-
ing her least favorite event 
— beam, which she gave up 
freshman year — was a test of 
her own self-determination. 
Bolduc said she figured she 
would do it in college, but she 
never thought a teammate’s 




would give her 
the opportunity to get back on the 
beam in competition.
“I’m freaking out because they 
only told me the morning of, and 
this meet decides whether you go 
to nationals or not,” Bolduc said. 
“So I’m sitting there saying, ‘Oh my 
God, I’m competing beam.’”
Bolduc ended up finishing sec-
ond in the all-around and was 
named Rookie of the Year and 
advanced to nationals where she 
placed fourth in the all-around. But 
it’s a full task to compete in all the 
events, Bolduc said.
On Mondays and Thursdays 
Bolduc practices on the bars, 
beam and vault, and on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday she substi-
tutes floor for the vault. 
Bolduc said being a Bomber has 
changed her view of gymnastics.
“I have so much appreciation to-
ward the sport now,” she said. “That’s 
why I love it so much more because 
I have people who stand by me and 
believe in me and help me and cheer me on.”
Bolduc said her main goal is to propel the 
team as whole back to the national stage, but she 
also has some individual achievements to meet.
“I’m missing an All-American on beam,” she 
said. “I have an All-American on everything 
else, it’s just one little thing, and it’s always held 
me back.”
As Bolduc prepares for her third season, 
she said making a difference through her ef-
forts and knowing it can help the team achieve 
its goals is something she thrives on.
“I just love competing; I love performing,” 
Bolduc said. “Those All-Americans, yeah, they 
mean something to me, but more so it’s just 
being with everybody and having a blast.”
Changing routines
Junior benefits from team environment
after competing as individual early in career
Junior Jessica Bolduc has earned seven All-America honors — two all-around titles, two on floor exercise, two on uneven bars and one on vault — in her first two seasons for the Bombers.
photos By michelle BoulÉ
illustrAtion By colleen lowery
Bolduc, 9, on the podium at the 1999 ymcA nationals.
courtesy of JessicA Bolduc
“Those All-Americans, yeah, 
they mean something to 
me, but more so it’s just 
being with everybody and 
having a blast.”
—junior jessica bolduc





Casey Musarra is a senior 
televison-radio major. Contact her 
at cmusarr1@ithaca.edu.
After some mostly disap-pointing Thanksgiving Day football, there are 
tons of sporting events to get 
excited about heading into the 
five-week-long break. Regardless 
of religious beliefs or holiday cel-
ebrations, sports fans can all get 
into the spirit of the season with 
these top games to watch.
I’m one of the biggest advocates 
for a playoff in college football, 
especially since there hasn’t been 
a truly great BCS Championship 
game since 2006 when Vince 
Young led the University of Texas 
to a 41–38 win over the University 
of Southern California and then-
Heisman Trophy winner Reggie 
Bush — before he got his award 
taken away. But with the projected 
championship game coming down 
to No. 1 Auburn University and 
No. 2 University of Oregon, I’m 
starting to have a little more faith 
in the flawed system.
Both the Tigers and Ducks have 
strong offenses and defenses, and 
both teams like to operate out of 
the no-huddle. It should be a fast-
paced game that could come down 
to whichever team has the ball last. 
While the game will certainly be 
exciting, I’m psyched to see what 
uniforms the Ducks will break out 
in their chance to pick up their 
first-ever national championship 
Jan. 10 at the University of Phoenix 
Stadium in Glendale, Ariz.
Though the NBA has gone 
downhill since my childhood, 
every Christmas, after I’ve stuffed 
my face with my mother’s deli-
cious French toast and torn open 
the latest video game craze, I get 
cozy on the couch and actually 
tune into the NBA’s festivities. 
This year’s schedule has a game 
for everyone, but the battles in the 
East surprisingly look stronger 
than those in the West, with five 
of the top six teams in the Eastern 
Conference taking the court. 
Whether it’s the new big three 
in Miami traveling to L.A. to take 
on the world champions or the 
rematch of last year’s Eastern 
Conference finals as Boston heads 
to Orlando that tickles your fancy, 
get ready for 12-plus consecutive 
hours of exciting basketball.
As always, the NFL season 
has proven to be another twisted 
year. Who would’ve guessed at 
this point in the year the Cowboys 
would be sitting at the bottom of 
the NFC East with a terrible 4–8 
record and the Tampa Bay Bucs 
would make a complete turn-
around after a 2–14 finish last year 
to a 7–5 record so far this year?
With only three weeks left 
in the regular season, two of the 
top teams in the league will face 
off again Week 16. In their first 
matchup of the year, NFC South 
foes New Orleans (9–3) and 
Atlanta (10–2) went down to the 
wire as the Falcons defeated the 
Super Bowl champs 27–24 in an 
overtime thriller. This time around, 
the division could be on the line.
Giving a cheer
for the holidays
By harlan green-tauB 
staff writer
The quick transition from offense to defense in 
basketball makes it different from all other sports. 
No sport features as many changes in pos-
session and as many opportunities for teams 
to have successful possessions. In professional 
basketball, defense is often an afterthought in a 
fast-paced, high-scoring league. In the college 
game, however, playing solid defense can be the 
foundation for a great team. 
The increased focus on the defensive side of 
the ball has fueled the 
men’s basketball team 
in their 5–2 start. Since 
surrendering an average 
of 83 points per game 
while struggling to a 
2–2 start, the Bombers 
have only given up an average of 70.3 points per 
game en route to three consecutive victories. 
Senior guard Chris Cruz-Rivas said defense 
has been a recent point of emphasis for the team. 
“These last few games the coaches have really 
been looking for players to step up on the de-
fensive side,” Cruz-Rivas said. “The intensity just 
wasn’t there those first few games, but we’ve re-
ally picked up the slack in these last two games.” 
In their victory Friday at St. Lawrence University, 
the Bombers allowed just 60 points — their fewest 
total allowed since they held Nazareth to just 54 
points in a win last January. 
“We’ve really focused on communicating and 
talking to each other more on defense,” Cruz-Rivas 
said. “We’ve been a lot better this year at switching 
on screens and providing help-side defense when 
it’s needed most.” 
Head Coach Jim Mullins said the disappoint-
ment the team felt after its 95–83 loss Nov. 28 to 
SUNY-Oswego was key to the turnaround. 
“We held a team meeting and let the players 
know that their play had been unacceptable to that 
point,” Mullins said. “Since that meeting we’ve been 
defending better as an entire team, and the players 
have fully bought into our defensive concepts.”
Mullins has emphasized disrupting passing lanes 
and forcing the offense to try to make mistakes. The 
Bombers have not allowed as many open looks this 
season and have been forcing opponents to take 
more undesirable shots. 
Freshman guard Christian Jordan and the im-
proved play of sophomore forward Andrei Oztemel 
have also helped spark the defense, Mullins said. 
“Christian really came in here with a reputa-
tion as a great defender,” he said. “Time to time 
he’ll get a little lost in the defense because of his 
aggressiveness, but long-term we project him to 
be the kind of lockdown defender that can domi-
nate in this league.” 
Otzemel, who saw significant playing time last 
season off the bench, struggled early this season to 
establish himself on the defensive side of the ball. 
“We had a tendency as a team to just wait 
around for [senior center Phil Barera] to grab 
the rebounds,” Mullins said. “But Andre is a big 
strong kid, there is no reason why he shouldn’t 
be pulling down just as many rebounds.”
Oztemel said the competition in practice has 
allowed him to become a factor on the glass.
“The coaches were really getting after me 
to go after rebounds and use my size,” Oztemel 
said. “Going up against a player of Phil’s caliber, a 
guy who is as intense as anyone, in practice every 
day, has helped me become more aggressive go-
ing after rebounds and loose balls.”  
Oztemel said the team is meshing together on 
defense and each athlete’s game experience from 
last season is translating to success this year. 
“We have really bought into what the coaches 
are preaching defensively, and more players are 
comfortable having it be their second or third 
years getting playing time,” Oztemel said.
Sophomore guard Sean Rossi (center) looks to make a pass as junior guard Joe Zenz (left center) and 
freshman guard Christian Jordan (right center) defend Rossi on Monday in Ben Light Gymnasium.
danieLLe d’avanZo/The iThaCan
Squad turns up pressure on defense 
By jesse Cases 
assistant sports editor
While compiling a record of 2–3 
on the road to start the season, the 
women’s basketball team has de-
fended its home court, posting a 2–0 
record in Ben Light Gymnasium.  
The Bombers’ success at home 
should come as no surprise. In their 
three and 






home losses during 39 regular season 
home games.
 Through the Bombers first six 
games this season, the Blue and Gold 
are scoring an average of 19 points per 
game more than opponents at home, 
and an average of 12.6 points less than 
opponents on the road. 
 Senior guard and forward Jordan 
Confessore said the team likes play-
ing at home more because of the 
extra support from fans, and more 
friends and family tend to come to 
home games than away games.
 “It’s easier to get the adrenaline 
going at home playing on our own 
court,” Confessore said. “It’s defi-
nitely a different atmosphere, and 
we feel comfortable there.”
 The Bombers’ last regular season 
home loss was a 59–58 decision to 
St. Lawrence University on Dec. 11, 
2009. Since that game, the South Hill 
squad has won 11 consecutive home 
games, the most recent of which 
was a 65–41 rout of SUNY-Potsdam 
on Nov. 28.
 Senior guard Jane DeBiasse said 
the Bombers prefer playing at home 
because it’s easier for the team to 
go out early and set the tone from 
the beginning, which is something 
that’s not as easy for the team to do 
on the road.
 “Since I’ve been here our coach-
ing staff has really stressed us taking 
pride in defending our home floor,” 
DeBiasse said. “As a team we don’t 
like the idea of other teams coming 
into our gym and beating us.”
 Senior forward Elissa Klie said the 
Bombers are more comfortable at 
home when they have enough time 
to prepare rather than feeling rushed 
during pregame warm-ups.
 “Playing at home is always the 
same,” Klie said. “It’s the same atmo-
sphere, the same warm-up routine 
and songs. It’s where we practice every 
day, and it’s our comfort zone. We’re 
able to do what we need to do before-
hand to prepare for every game.”
 The fact that the South Hill squad 
plays better at home can be seen in 
the team’s execution on offense.
 The Bombers have had a higher 
shooting percentage than opponents 
in both of their home wins this sea-
son, but the team has only posted a 
higher field goal percentage than an 
opponent once on the road.
 Junior guard Jessica Farley said 
the squad has a routine before every 
home game in the locker room to “get 
psyched up,” and it’s something the 
team does not get to do on the road.
 “We all stand around the lockers 
and we scream, and we have a little 
chant that we say,” Farley said. “Since I 
was a freshman we’ve done it, and we 
teach it to the underclassmen.”
 Playing at home motivates the 
team to play harder, Confessore said.
 “We all feel like when we’re home 
we get that extra push to play well,” 
she said.
Blue and Gold shoot past opponents in Ben Light
From left, junior guard Jacqueline Shinall tries to drive past freshman guard 
elisabeth Wentlent during practice Monday in Ben Light Gymnasium.
danieLLe d’avanZo/The iThaCan
stat check
the Bombers forced 
14 turnovers and 




the Blue and gold 
take on empire 8 foe 
nazareth College at 
5 p.m. today in Ben 
Light Gymnasium.
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by matt kelly 
contributing writer
The pole-vaulting squad on the 
men’s indoor track team has adopt-
ed a different bottom-up approach 
this season. 
After Andrew Brown ’10 gradu-
ated and Jeff Willis transferred to 
Clemson University, the Blue and 
Gold have been forced to rebuild 
their pole-vaulting squad from 
scratch. Brown has returned this 
season as a graduate assistant and 
has played a vital role in the new 
pole vaulters’ development. 
Freshmen pole vaulters Jarrod 
Monacelli and Ben Van de Water and 
sophomore walk-on Elrik McCheyne 
make up a squad that had never com-
peted in a collegiate meet before last 
Saturday’s Cornell University Relays. 
Monacelli was the only athlete of the 
three to compete in the event, clear-
ing 4.05-meters but failing to place in 
the overall standings. 
Despite the lack of experience, 
however, the young guns are ad-
justing quickly to the college level, 
Monacelli said.
“It has been pretty smooth and 
the coaches work you in easy,” he 
said. “They’ve gotten me on the mats 
and on the runway quickly, and I feel 
pretty confident.” 
Van de Water also said he’s getting 
acclimated to the higher level of com-
petition, and it has been beneficial to 
have specific coaches for each event.
“It’s been a challenge, especially 
just the workouts for pole vaulting,” 
he said. “Having workouts specifi-
cally geared towards pole vaulting 
is pretty new to me. But other than 
that, it’s been pretty easy.”
Monacelli, Van de Water and Mc-
Cheyne have all benefited from the 
advice of their coaches, Assistant 
Coach Matt Scheffler and Brown. 
For Brown, who competed as a pole-
vaulter for the team for the past four 
years, this season is one of transition 
as an assistant for the team.
“I really enjoy the coaching as-
pect,” Brown said. “Especially since 
I’ve worked with many of the girls’ 
pole-vaulters before, it’s nice to try 
and make them better. And it’s also 
nice to see the new guys and see 
what they can do.”
Monacelli said he is already see-
ing the benefits of working with 
Brown and the experience he brings 
to the field. 
“It’s helped a lot,” Monacelli said. 
“My coaches in high school were 
more coaches than athletes, and so 
having a perspective from an athlete 
like Andrew is huge. I’ll watch him 
take a jump and then I can see what 
I have to do on my take off and how 
I can improve.”
Scheffler, who was a New York 
State Collegiate Track Conference 
champion at SUNY-Brockport, often 
brings a camera to the practices and 
tapes the athletes’ jumps so they can 
see what they need to fix on their run-
way approaches and takeoffs.
McCheyne, who walked on to 
the team this year with no prior 
experience in pole vaulting, said he 
wanted to try it because it seemed 
like a change of pace from sports he 
had previously competed in.
“I really decided to try vaulting 
because my high school didn’t have 
it, but it looked really cool,” Mc-
Cheyne said. “When I didn’t make 
the baseball team this fall I decided 
to try something new.”
With so much inexperience on 
the squad this year, Brown said he 
has had the pole vaulters focusing 
on the basic fundamentals so far.
“Technical goals are more impor-
tant than height,” Brown said. “But 
for Jarrod, 15 feet should be no prob-
lem, Ben can jump at least 12 and for 
Elrik it’s tough to say — maybe 10 feet 
just based on his athleticism.”
While focusing on technique and 
form can improve the athletes’ vaults, 
Monacelli said there are other vari-
ables they have to keep in mind. He 
said the overcrowded field at Cornell 
made it hard to find a rhythm. 
“The meet was set up poorly,” Mo-
nacelli said. “They had 42 jumpers 
go at once and I had to wait two 
hours to start my first jump. Even 
though I didn’t clear a height it was 
good practice.”
As the young athletes set their 
sights on the next meet Jan. 15 at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
Tiger Classic, their dedication to the 
event will push them to continue set-
ting the bar higher, McCheyne said. 
“As of now, I have improved a lot 
in a short amount of time,” he said. 
“Which I attribute to phenomenal 
coaching and my personal dedication.”
Maintaining flight
Bombers’ young pole-vaulters
establish core for the future
Freshman Jarrod Monacelli clears the bar in the pole vault Saturday at the Cornell University Relays at Barton Hall. 
The Bombers’ next meet is Jan. 15 at the Rochester Institute of Technology Tiger Classic in Rochester, N.Y.
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Look online 
for game stories 
from these sports: 
TODAY
• 5 p.m. Women’s basketball vs. Nazareth 
College in Ben Light Gymnasium
• 7 p.m. Men’s basketball vs. Nazareth College 
 in Ben Light Gymnasium
SATURDAY
• 1 p.m. Wrestling at SUNY-Oswego
• 2 p.m. Men’s basketball at SUNY-Oneonta
Bold = Home game
Blue and Gold aim to stay on track after break
by chris lotsbom 
staff writer
The Bombers, who finished last year’s sea-
son ranked ninth in the country, opened up 
their season Saturday at the Cornell University 
Relays, but unlike most other collegiate sports, 
the track season opener is barely a season 
opener at all.  
After the meet Saturday, which was not 
a team scored competition, the South Hill 
squad has a month and 11 days until they re-
turn to competition.  
With such a long break in between meets, 
the Blue and Gold took a different approach 
to Saturday’s contest.
“Coach describes it as ‘practicing putting 
the uniform on,’” junior Kristen DeStefano, who 
competes in the pole vault and hurdles, said. 
DeStefano said the meet is more of a prac-
tice than race situation.
“We have been working hard since return-
ing in August, first with captains practices and 
then once official practices started, so [the 
meet is] a good gauge to see where we are at,” 
she said.
The meet almost divides the season in two 
for the South Hill squad. The pre-winter break 
portion of the season is used mostly as a training 
block, where athletes work on their events for 
the meets in January. Whether that means run-
ning repetitions around the 200-meter indoor 
track at Cornell or working on strength and con-
ditioning in the weight room, preparation is key, 
senior Marcia McCord said.  
“This meet is just a benchmarker, an indi-
cator of what’s to come and what needs to be 
worked on,” McCord said. “For the most part, it’s 
fun. No hassle, no pressure, just competition.” 
That relaxed attitude going into the meet 
certainly helped McCord, who set school re-
cords in the 300-meter dash and third in the 
60-meter dash Saturday, running 40.41 and 
7.77 seconds, respectively.  
But once winter break comes, it is more 
difficult for athletes to continue the prepara-
tion they have been working on when they 
return home, DeStefano said.
“The break is hard because it limits the 
work you can put in on the details for the 
technical events like the pole vault, jumps 
and throws,” DeStefano said. “But we just 
need to put the effort into our workouts and 
continue lifting to stay in shape so when we 
get back we are ready to work on the finer 
points of the events.”
For many of the events, especially the 
longer distance events like the 5,000-meter 
run, the first meet shapes up to be one where 
athletes may be able to earn a championship 
bid early in the season.
With many distance runners coming di-
rectly from the cross-country season, an 
Eastern College Athletic Conference Cham-
pionship or New York State Collegiate Track 
Conference, qualifying time could pay off later 
in the season. 
Senior Kate Leugers was one of five Bombers 
to finish in the top 10 in the 5,000-meter run Sat-
urday, posting a second-place finish and ECAC 
qualifying time of 17:53.70.
For athletes who post a championship time 
early in the year, the time off can help them then 
focus on other shorter events later to keep their 
legs fresh, senior Caitlin Campbell said.
“The break allows for distance runners to 
rebuild our mileage after tapering at the end of 
cross country,” she said. “Plus, we’re able to just 
concentrate on running since we don’t have to 
worry about school.”
The second part of the season is fo-
cused on tweaking and putting the finishing 
touches on certain events, preparing for the 
big meets after the team’s extended absence 
from competition.
With nine straight weeks of competition 
after their break, culminating in the NCAA 
Championships on March 11 and 12 at Capital 
University in Columbus, Ohio, the South Hill 
squad will have to be ready to race each week. 
This grueling schedule with no bye weeks 
motivates the Bombers to keep in shape while 
at home during their time off.                
In addition to their workouts over the next 
month, the athletes keep tabs on one another 
during break through phone calls, texts, e-mails 
or Facebook messages, Campbell said.
“We stay in touch to motivate and remind 
each other of our goals,” she said. “Our per-
sonal success relies heavily on each other and 
that doesn’t change over break.”
From left, senior emily Moran makes a clean exchange of the baton with freshman Jodi Robinson 
during the 4x800-meter relay Saturday at the cornell University Relays at Barton hall.
paRkeR chen/the ithacan
Check back 
after winter break 
for recent game recaps. 
[the buzzer]
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I don’t make 
any excuses. 
I’m continuing 
to throw; I’ll 
keep throwing. 
I hope I throw 
it to our guys.
Indianapolis Colts 
quarterback Peyton 
Manning after throwing 
four interceptions in a 
38–35 overtime loss to 
the Dallas Cowboys on 
Sunday. The Cowboys 








by the numbers 5
The number of runners 
the women’s indoor track 
team had in the top 10 
of the 5,000-meter run 
Saturday. See story on 
page 26.
60
The number of points the 
men’s basketball team al-
lowed in its 79–60 win at 
St. Lawrence University on 
Friday. See story on page 24.
the foul line
Weird news from the wide world of sports
Hockey can be one of the most dangerous sports to play. The combination of high-
speed play, razor sharp skates and use of weaponry (sticks) oftentimes leads to 
injury. But Buffalo Sabres forward Tim Connolly suffered a not-so-common injury off 
the ice recently — while trying to dance. The forward, who has been plagued by injury 
during his 10-year career, has suffered everything from broken knees to concussions. 
Nothing Connolly has done to this point, however, tops falling and injuring his eye while 
trying to re-create a dance move previously done by NBA player Shaquille O’Neal. Con-
nolly said he was backstage at a charity event working on the move and fell. Connolly 
should probably just stick to hockey — when he’s not hurt of course.
– Jesse Cases
Show time
Sophomore Katherine Shrosbree jumps over a fence in the novice equitation category of the Cornell University Horse 
Show on Sunday at the Oxley Equestrian Center. The Ithaca College equestrian team placed fifth out of 12 teams.
GraHam HEbEl/THE ITHaCan
The nine 3-pointers were the second highest total made 
in a single game in Bombers’ history. Vince Perrine ’96 hit 
10 3-pointers in a game against Hartwick College in 1994. 
Marcus led the Blue and Gold in scoring last year, averag-
ing 18.2 points per game. He is also leading the team in 
scoring this year, averaging 19 points per game through 
the team’s first six games. Marcus is first on the team in 
3-pointers made with 24, second on the team in 3-point 
field-goal percentage shooting 49 percent from beyond the 
arc and second on the team in total shots made with 32.




Marcus hit a career-high nine 
3-pointers on his way to a game-high 
29 points in the Bombers’ 79–60 win 
at St. Lawrence University on Friday. 
Marcus was 10-for-16 overall from 





1. Ithaca College         5    2       .714
2. Nazareth College        6    1       .857
2. Utica College         6    1       .857
2. Stevens Institute of Technology         5    1       .833
2. Hartwick College       4    3       .571
1Men’s BasketBall*
1woMen’s BasketBall*
*Empire 8 Standings/Overall Records
1. Ithaca College        4    3       .571
2. Stevens Institute of Technology      5    1       .833
2. Utica College        4    3       .571
2. Alfred University       3    2       .600
2. Hartwick College        3    3       .500
  W    l      WIn%
  W    l      WIn%
5wrestling**
1. Augsburg College (Minn.)                         1–1
2. Wartburg College (Iowa)                           3–0
3. University of Wisconsin-La Crosse            4–1
4. Coe College (Iowa)                        3–1
5. Ithaca College                        6–0
                   rECOrd
**National Wrestling Coaches Association DIII Ranking
photo finish
28 the ithacan Capturing the BomBers at their Best thursday, December 9, 2010
Pole position
Senior Kristen DeStefano goes feet first over the bar in the pole vault Saturday at the Cornell University Relays at Barton Hall. The South Hill squad recorded 12 individual top-10 finishes 
on the way to snapping three school records at the first meet of the season. The Bombers return to competition Jan. 15 at Kent State University’s Doug Raymond Invitational in Kent, Ohio.
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